
Lesson 14 – CORRECTION AND CARE (1)              1 Timothy 5:1-13 

(5:1) – Correction is necessary within the church as we who are members of the body are 
sinners saved by the grace of God.  We are in a continual process of learning as we grown in 
grace and in knowledge of Christ, and although we are perfect and complete IN CHRIST, we 
are not yet perfect and complete within ourselves.  We have much to learn, and many times 
our pride gets in the way of our learning so that we must be corrected and admonished.  
Whenever this is necessary those who are called upon to administer the correction must do so 
in a way of love, gentleness, and humility.  We are never to correct a brother or sister in 
Christ in a way that embarrasses or hurts them.  This was especially so in Timothy’s case as he 
was sent to Ephesus by Paul to teach the brethren there.  Timothy was younger man, and 
many of the elders at Ephesus were older than him.  Paul, therefore, cautions Timothy, 
“Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a father.”  Be kind and respectful in correcting a 
person of age.  He tells Timothy to take the same attitude and show the same respect he 
would for his own parents.  To “entreat” is to make an earnest appeal with respect and love.  
“And the younger men as brethren” – Treat the younger men with kindness in dealing with 
them “AS BRETHREN.” 

(5:2) – The same thing basically is said in dealing with older and younger women.  They are 
believers who should be viewed as we would view our own mothers or our own sisters.  The 
word “purity” here means chastity.  The meaning is that when a minister corrects a younger 
woman, he should seek to preserve her reputation and dignity in the congregation.  He should 
not hold her up to ridicule or shame, and he should have no ulterior motives that would bring 
shame on both him and her. 

(5:3) – Paul instructs Timothy here on the proper treatment of widows in the church.  Soon 
after Pentecost, the book of Acts tells of the widows who murmured because they were being 
neglected in the daily distribution of food (Acts 6:1ff.).  In those days when a wife lost her 
husband there was hardly anything she could do to support herself and many times she had no 
family to help her.  This is why James wrote, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world” (James 1:27).  The word “visit” here means to help them and 
support them.  “Honour” is an expression of respect.  All believers are to be respected and 
honored in this sense.  This refers to the special care and support given from the church fund 
to those truly in need.  “Widows indeed” refers to widows who have no family to care for 
them.  Such widows who are in the fellowship of the church are to be cared for by the 
church. 

(5:4) – If a widow has children or grandchildren, see to it that these are first made to 
understand that it is their duty and natural obligation to show “piety” (respect and kindness) 
at home, and “to requite,” provide for their mother as she provided for them when they 
were children.  This is good and acceptable before God because it is in accordance to His 
revealed will by way of commandment, and it is an expression of grace and love. 

(5:5-7) – Paul further explains his meaning.  If a widow has no family, no support, and has 
fixed her eternal hope in Christ, if she continues in faith and in the fellowship of believers, 
not departing from the church and the Gospel, she is to be supported fully from the church 

  1



funds.  Here we see a distinction as Paul is speaking of widows who are believers.  Now we as 
individuals, as creatures, should help anyone who is truly in need as we are able, but it is not 
the responsibility of the church to take on the care and support of the whole world.  This also 
shows that a widow who is supported by the church is to be a servant of the church promoting 
the ministry of the Gospel in any way she is able and permitted according to God’s word.  But 
those who are self-indulgent, indifferent, and live carelessly, ought not be supported by the 
church.  Paul tells Timothy to instruct the widows and the church in these matters so that all 
can obey and be “blameless,” irreproachable, in this matter. 

(5:8) – This is spoken of one who claims to believe the Gospel.  If that person who is able 
refuses to provide for his own family, he has denied the faith of Christ by failing to add to his 
profession of faith works that prove his faith and love to be genuine.  This is the same thing 
James wrote of in James 2:14ff..  Neither Paul nor James taught that a believer’s works 
would attain or maintain any part of salvation, but our works evidence our faith in and love to 
God and to our brethren.  A person who claims to believe the Gospel but who refuses to help 
their own family is worse than an infidel, an unbeliever. 

(5:9-10) – This may be a little difficult to understand as it seems Paul is setting an age limit 
on this duty.  A woman was to be at least 60 years old and not remarried.  Certainly we can 
understand if a woman’s husband dies and she remarries, her husband is to support her, not 
the church.  The age requirement here is probably referring generally to older women who do 
not have many years left and who were unlikely to be remarried.  Most people back then died 
in their sixties.  Very few lived into their seventies and eighties.  So Paul is probably telling 
them to make sure that it is an older woman who has no other recourse but to be supported 
by the church.  This would make sense in light of the following verses. 
 Verse 10 shows us that she was to be a woman of good reputation as a believer.  “Well 
reported of for good works” — Good works are a testimony to the genuineness of her faith.  
“If she have brought up children” — Faithfulness to take care of her children.  “If she have 
lodged strangers, if she have washed the saints' feet, if she have relieved the afflicted” — 
Hospitality and loyalty to brethren.  These things are evidences of loyalty and love for Christ 
and the brethren. 

(5:11-12) – Paul shows why it is wise not to enroll younger widows in this program of support 
from the church.  Apparently, according to verse 15, he gives this instruction in light of an 
actual situation in the church.  A younger widow is more likely to seek another husband.  It 
may be that as their natural desires grow strong, they may marry again outside the faith and 
deny the Gospel.  Now I know we can get into some different circumstances and situations 
and raise questions about “what if” and “what about,” but we cannot improve upon the 
wisdom of Scripture (cf. 2 Cor. 6:14).  This does not necessarily mean that anyone who 
marries an unbeliever is an unbeliever themselves, but if in marrying an unbeliever they leave 
the faith of the Gospel, leave the church, then they prove to be false professors. 

(5:13) – Another reason Paul gives to refuse young widows is that with all their youth, time, 
and energy, they having nothing better to do, will become idle busybodies, causing trouble 
and speaking things they should not speak.
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