
Lesson 15 – CORRECTION AND CARE (2)         1 Timothy 5:14-22 

(5:14) – Paul encourages young widows to get married, bear children and guide their houses 
so that there will be no occasion for Satan and his followers to speak reproachfully of them or 
of the church. 

(5:15) – Sadly, there were some who had turned away from Christ and the Gospel, and who 
walked in the fellowship of unbelievers.  They turned after Satan as they disregarded the 
clear commandments of God and denied the Gospel. 

(5:16) – If any believer has needy persons in their families, and they are capable of 
supporting them, then let them take that responsibility and relieve the church of doing it so 
that the church can help those who are truly in need. 

(5:17) – Having instructed the church concerning the care of widows who are deserving of the 
support of the church, he now turns to the elders.  Those who were in need, just like the 
widows who were in need, were doubly worthy of this support and care by the church, 
especially those who labor in the word and the doctrine of Christ.  Think of the apostles.  
These men had left their homes, their vocations, and devoted themselves to the ministry of 
the Gospel and the care of the church.  Those who have devoted their lives to the care of the 
church, who have left their vocations to commit themselves to the ministry of the Gospel (cf. 
Acts 6:1-4) are doubly worthy to be supported by the church. 

(5:18) – This illustration comes from Deuteronomy 25:4.  Whereas the ox was not muzzled 
when he trod out the corn, but was allowed to feed upon it, so those who labor in the Gospel 
ought to be allowed to partake of the fruits of their labor (cf. 1 Cor. 9:13,14).  A man who 
labors in your service and for you benefit is worthy of your support (cf. 1 Cor. 9:11). 

(5:19-20) – Do not allow your ministers, pastors, and teachers to be assailed, criticized, and 
slandered (either privately or publicly) by people who do not like them or what they preach.  
Indifferent and careless professors generally like to excuse their sins by finding fault with the 
preacher.  If there is a legitimate complaint, either doctrinally or morally, against an elder, 
established by sufficient witnesses, let it be dealt with in a scriptural and brotherly way 
before the whole church that all may walk in fear of sin and false doctrine. 

(5:21) – Again, we see here the rule of love that is to guide us in all these matters.  The 
support of ministers is not to be given on the basis of personal preferences and partiality.  
Remember the division that came over personal preferences in the church at Corinth (1 Cor. 
1:11-13).  A person could have reasoned, “Well, I don’t really like Paul, but I like Apollos, so I 
will support Apollos and not Paul.”  Another real pious individual could have said, “Well, I 
don’t like any of them.  I am going to just follow Christ and not support them.”  This is wrong.  
Anyone who has given themselves to the labor and service of the church as a minister of the 
Gospel, who is faithful to the Gospel, is deserving of this honor. 

(5:22) – This laying on of hands has to do with setting a person apart to be a preacher, an 
elder, a teacher, or a deacon.  This is so common today in false religion.  But we in the true 
church should heed God’s instruction.  Let them first be proven before the whole 
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congregation, and let it be agreed upon by the body of believers that these men have the 
gifts of God that equip them for this service.  To lay hands suddenly on a person could be 
putting a false professor into a position of authority (consider the stony-ground hearer in 
Matt. 13:5,20), or, at best, placing a novice in a place where he will be lifted up with pride.  
This would make us a participant in this sin.  Just as we are told not to speak peace to those 
who abide not in the doctrine of Christ in light of the danger of being a participant of their 
evil deeds (2 John 9-11), we are told not to be a participant in this particular sin.  We are told 
to keep ourselves pure from this specific sin. 

(5:23) – Paul now instructs Timothy on a practical matter of health in proper digestion.  Use a 
little wine to help digestion and other disorders.  As in some countries today, it may have 
been that the water was not pure enough to drink.  It may have been that Timothy in 
traveling to these other countries had problems adjusting physically in these areas.  Paul, as a 
loving father, tells Timothy what he himself had learned in traveling to help him overcome 
these infirmities.  Also, we see here once again that there is no sin in drinking wine.  
Drunkenness is sinful, but sin is not in the substance. 

(5:24-25) – This may seem strange here, but Paul is showing Timothy that a minister, one who 
has a position of leadership in the church, must be one who is able to discern good and evil.  
He must use wisdom in judging things by God’s testimony.  Consider the Hebrews who had 
fallen into an awful state of mind and being “unskillful in the word of righteousness,” not 
being able “to discern good and evil” (Heb. 5:13-14).  A true minister of the Gospel cannot 
fall into such a state of mind.  He must be knowledgeable and skillful to know the difference.  
To make his point, the apostle uses an example of a contrast between sin and good works. 
 “Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment” — Some sins are 
open and apparent to all.  They are seen and recognized by all.  For example, acts of open 
immorality are recognized by most, if not all, to be sin.  It takes no special light or wisdom to 
discern it.  Therefore, they precede a person to the judgment in the sense that there is no 
question as to the wickedness of them.  Of course, Paul is speaking of unbelievers here. 
 “And some men they follow after” — Literally, “For others, their sins follow after.”  
This refers to sin that deceives men by nature.  These are sins not recognized by natural 
conscience and reasoning.  It refers to the evil deeds that it takes the light of the Gospel to 
expose (John 3:19-20).  Here he is referring to those unbelievers who go to judgment thinking 
they are saved but only to find out afterward that they were lost (Matt. 7:21-23; 25:41-46). 
 “Likewise also the good works of some are manifest beforehand” — The good works 
of some are seen (Matt. 5:16).  Again, this would refer to believers as they are the only ones 
who can perform good works.  Good works are the works of Christ by the Holy Spirit in 
believers and performed in faith as we rest in Christ for all salvation, righteousness, life, and 
glory.  These works are the evidences of grace and genuine faith.  So, believers can easily 
recognize and see the good works of some. 
 “And they that are otherwise cannot be hid” — Good works that are not so evident 
and public cannot be totally hidden.  They will not remain hidden indefinitely (Matt. 
25:34-40).
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