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Embassy OF The Republic OF Iraq
(Cultural Attaché)
Washington
And
The Smithsonian’s
National Museum
of the American Indian
Are
holding a Tribute in Honor of
Iraq’s Distinguished Pianist

Ms. Beatrice Ohanessian

Saturday, August 30, 2008
3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.

At The

Elmer and Mary Louise
Rasmuson Theater
Smithsonian’s National Museum
of the American Indian




PROGRAM

Opening Remarks
0 Mr. Kevin Gover,
Director, Smithsonian’s
National
Museum of the
American Indian
Remarks
O Mr. Samir Al Sumaida’ie,

Ambassador of Republic of

Iraq,
Washington, DC
Presentation
0 Dr. A Hadi Al Khalili;
Cultural Attaché,
Embassy of the

Republic of Iraq,
Washington, DC
Musical Performance
0 Mr. Martin Berkofsky, pianist
Video Tribute,
0 Ms. Beatrice Ohanessian,
“Dawn” part 1
Presentation
0 Dr. Ali Abdul Amir
Musical Performance
0 Mr. Amir Al Saffar, Santoor
String Quartette
0 Featuring Mr. Rahim Alhaj
Video Tribute,
0 Ms. Beatrice Ohanessian,
“Dawn” part 2
Special tribute,
0 Sita Ohanisian
Closing Remarks
0 Dr. A Hadi Al Khalili

“The DAWN”
BEATRICE OHANESSIAN

Beatrice Ohanessian, leading Iraqi
pianist,

1927, born in Baghdad.

1937, enrolled at the Institute of Fine Arts,
under Julien Hertz.

Studied at the Royal Academy of Music
in London with professor Max Pirani.
Received LRAM. On a Fulbright
Scholarship

studied at the Juilliard School in New

York City, and performed at Carnegie Hall.

1958, head of the piano department at
Baghdad's Institute of Fine Arts.

1961, principal concert pianist for the
Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra.
1969 -1972, taught simultaneously

at the University of Minnesota and
Macalester College.

1980, wrote the * DAWN?” the first Iraqi
western composition.

In 1994, moved to the United States,
Minneapolis-Saint Paul, joining

her brother, Arsham, and sister, Sita.
She joined Macalester College, Minnesota.
2008, July 17, Beatrice died

in Bloomington, Minnesota.
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