The Baptzsm of Jesus . -
In the Synoptic Gospels Jesus bap.
tism marks His inauguration as the servant -
Messiah and the dawmng of the new age_of
the Spirit. The Spirit is the agent of a new be- -
ginning. The open heaven, the descending - :
dove, and the confirming heavenly voice high- :
light the ultimate révelatory significance of the =
baptism. Jesus was anointed by the Spirit of
God as the Messiah and the Servant of the. '
Lord descrlbed centuries earlier by the
prophet Isaiah (Is. 11:2; 42:1; 61:1). : ;
Mark’s. account of Jesus’ baptlsm _W_c’JSV'»--'""Z
open to several possible false interpretations.
‘Beaders of his Gospel might conclude (1] that
Jesus was a repentant sinner (see Mark 1:4;
8), or (2) that He was inferior to John who
_ baptized Him (1:8), or (3) that He became the
Son of God at His baptism (1:10, 11). -
The ather evangehsts denied such. spECU"

| lations ear[y in their Gospels, The birth narra- .
“tives in Matthew and Luke emphasize that Je-
“sus was conceived of the Holy Spirit (Matt.
41:20), and even as a baby was the Christ .
(Luke 2 11). He was neither sinful nor inferior
rior to His baptism. John's prologue makes it
_clear that Jesus did not become the Son of
"God through baptism, but had been such from
- gternity (John 1:1-18). )

Each evangelist further reformulates the
paptism story to preclude any confusion .
Mark’s account might allow. Matthew intro-

' duces a dialogue between John and Jesus in
which Jesus explained His true motive for re-
i | geiving baptism (“to fulfill all righteousness,”
Matt. 3:15) and John acknowledged his inferi-
- arity to Jesus (3:14). Luke reports the impris-
‘onment of John (Luke 3:19, 20) before de-
- scribing Jesus’ baptism. In his baptism
narrative Luke nowhere refers to John and de-
scribes the Spirit as coming upon Jesus in re-
: sponse to His own prayer (3:21).

. The Fourth Gospel stresses John's inferi-
arity to Jesus (John 1:6-8, 19-37] and never
mentions Jesus' baptism by John nor John's
preaching of repentance. John served only as
a witness to Jesus: (1) that Jesus received the
abiding Spirit; (2) that He is the One who bap-
tizes with the Spirit; and (3) that He is the Son
of God (John 1:32-34).

W Matthew 3:13-17
M Mark 1:9-11

W Luke 3:21, 22

| John 1:29-34
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