
 

Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom. 
Simply click here: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210 

 
 
 
 

The Service of Worship 
First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ 

Baltimore, Maryland 

 
The Second Sunday of Advent – Year C 

 
December 7, 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 10:30 AM 
 
I will light Candles this Christmas, 
Candles of joy despite all the sadness, 
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 
Candles of courage for fears ever present, 
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 
Candles of love to inspire all my living, 
Candles that will burn all year long. 
From “The Mood of Christmas”      Howard Thurman 
 
Prelude:  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent”     French Plainsong, arr. By Whitworth       
Nancy  Chronister 
 
Welcome and Announcements                               Emily Perl 
 
Congregational Introit:  “Make of My Heart a Stable”      Amanda Udis-Kessler (see 
insert) 
 
Call to Worship:   
One: Rejoice together, people of God. Let all the earth praise our Creator. 
All: We have gathered to honor our God 
      In awe and reverence, we seek God’s Word. 
One: Welcome one another as Christ welcomes you. 
           Let each other know of Christ’s presence. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210


 

All: Surely Christ has come to change us. 
      Christ is coming still to redirect us. 
One: This is the time to take delight in the Spirit. 
         This is the hour to seek knowledge and counsel. 
All: We are ready to learn what the Spirit teaches. 
       We are awakening to the Spirit’s gifts. 
 
From: Taught by Love:  Worship resources for Year A by Lavon Baylor 
            
Opening Hymn:  NCH #116   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”        VENI EMMANUEL 
(verses 3,4,5)           (as you are able, please stand) 
 
Lighting the Candle of Peace and Bethlehem 
 
Song of Peace:  “Peace Waits for Us at Advent”                           Amanda Udis-Kessler 
(see insert) 
 
Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 11: 1-10                                               Liturgist 
 
Hymn:   NCH #127  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                    ES IST EIN’ ROSE     
                                           ~as you are able, please stand~ 
 
 
Sharing Our Joys and Concerns 
 
Pastoral Prayer                                                                           Cara McCallister August 
 
Prayer for All People: “Creator of Peace, send peace to us.  Forgive us as we squander 
the peace of the world, selfish in our own hunt for more.  Help us look outside, 
recognizing the other, the neighbor in need we so easily ignore, the ones who suffer 
injustice;  help us look inside, finding hope and peace in a flower, the sun, the moon, a 
child’s giggle, the smile of a stranger.  Breathe your peace into us, breathe your hope 
over us.  Hear our prayers spoken and unspoken.  Help us wait patiently for the Peace 
that is coming.  Amen” 
 
Anthem:   “Creation Will Be At Peace”  Words by J.Paul Williams, Music by Anna Laura 
Page 
 
The Gospel:  Matthew 3: 1-12                                                                        Liturgist 
 
Hymn:  NCH #476  “My Life Flows on in Endless Song”                ENDLESS SONG 
                                     ~as you are able, please stand~ 
 
A Sharing of Peace                                                             Cara McCallister August 

 



 

 
Offering of Our Gifts and Mittens 
 
Please feel free to hang your offerings on the tree as we sing.  
 
Prayer of Dedication   NCH #128, verse 4  
“What can I offer, poor as I am?  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.  If I were a 
wise one, I would do my part; but what can I offer: all my heart.” 
 
Closing Hymn:  NCH # 125  “Angels We Have Heard On High”    GLORIA 
 
Benediction                                                                           Cara McCallister August 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ + + + + + 
 
Welcome! We are glad you are here.  If you are visiting with us, please fill out a visitor’s 
card from the back or front pocket of the chairs and place it in the offering plate or hand 
it to the pastor after the service.  Please stay for coffee and conversation in the 
Gathering Room after the service. 
 
Making an Offering 

 
 
 
Welcome! We are glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please fill out a visitor’s 
card from the back or front pocket of the chairs and place it in the offering plate or hand 

 



 

it to the pastor after the service. Please stay for coffee and conversation in the 
Gathering Room after the service. 
 

Church Staff 
            Nancy Chronister                                            Director of Music 

nancyfc88@comcast.net 
(610)724-6096 

 
            Alex Vishio                                                      Theologian at Large 

avishio@mail.smu.edu 
 
           Zach Langdon-Kennedy​                                  Artist in Residence     
            tinnatupaws@gmail.com 
 
           Mario Cardenas​                                               Administrative &            
            fss.church.ofc@gmail.com                           Financial Assistant                                                   

(410)377-5224 
 
           Renard Noble                                                  Properties Caregiver 

(410)419-5199 
 

Consistory for 2025 
Amanda Ajulu, President-  amandanmajulu@yahoo.com 

Emily Perl, Vice President 
emilyperl78@gmail.com 

Jen Langdon, Treasurer -  
jenjele@gmail.com 

Tim Wheat - Secretary 
wtwheat@gmail.com 

Bill Ingram - william.e.ingram51@gmail.com 
Lois Joellenbeck - ljoellen@verizon.net 

Taylor Ramage - tr_ramage@hotmail.com 
Alex Vishio - avishio@mail.smu.edu 
Nancy Chronister - Member at Large 

nancyfc88@comcast.net 
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