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Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom. Simply click here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210 

** Announcements are at the end of this order of worship. ** 
The Service of Worship 

First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
Baltimore, Maryland 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost – Year B 
August 4, 2024 10:30 a.m. 

Prelude      Nancy Flandermyer Chronister, Director of Music 

Welcome  The Rev. Dr. Kelly M. Sisson, Pastor 

Psalm Reading       Psalm 78:23-29       Martha Wharton, Liturgist 

Call to Worship ~ congregation reads bold print ~ 
We come in these moments drawing near to our God,  
God hears our souls and listens to the burdens of our hearts.  
We come in these moments looking for the One who feeds us.  
Jesus is the Bread of life, who fills the emptiness of our souls.  
We come in these moments looking not for signs, but for faith.  
The Spirit brings us together as one body, giving us all the grace we need. 

Hymn for Gathering   NCH #28  For the Beauty of the Earth    DIX
~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

Our Joys and Concerns 
Remember these known joys and concerns: 

- Peace in our world
- Tom August’s family after the death of his mother
- Mike Chronister – at home
- Harry Claridge recovering after heart surgery
- Jen’s friend, Andrew and his family
- The Flandermyers, Nancy’s parents
- Andrew Sisson, at home
- Laura Weaver Haas’s mother
- Bryce – Jen Langdon’s nephew

   If you share a concern and wish for it to be printed on this list, please consult with the person/s whose  
 names are involved, then let the pastor know in writing via email they give their consent. 

 

Call to Reconciliation 
Because we know ourselves so well, all our foolish choices and words, we think God wants 
nothing to do with us. But in truth, God wants us to draw near, offering our prayers to the 
One who hears them, and responds with words of grace and forgiveness. I invite you to join 
me as we pray together, saying,  

Unison Prayer for Forgiveness 
You call us to lives of grace, Loving God, but we choose to be mean-spirited. You 
remind us of all the gifts we must share, but we complain that they are not enough. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210
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You beg us to build up the hopes, the lives of those around us, but it is easier to tear 
them down.  
In your mercy, God of life, forgive us. While we hunger for power, for wealth, for 
control, continue to open the doors of your heart and shower us with love, hope, 
justice, and peace, so we can share these gifts with everyone we meet. In the name 
of our Brother, Jesus, we pray.  

 

Silence is kept 
Kyrie Eleison   ~see insert~ 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Hear is the good news, dear friends of God. God’s grace is poured out upon us like that 
ancient manna from heaven, to give us hope and mercy.  
Now, may we live as those who have been forgiven, sharing God’s love with 
everyone we meet. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen. 

 

Hymn for Unity     NCH #399   When Minds and Bodies Meet as One           TRINITY CAROL 
               ~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

 

Scripture Lessons           Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 and John 6:24-35      Martha Wharton, Liturgist 
Communion Anthem           At the Table of the Holy                      Amanda Udis-Kessler 

Soloists:  Lois Joellenbeck, Emily Perl 
 

The Message             Embody the Bread                        Rev. Sisson 
 

Communion Hymn  NCH #340  We Are People on a Journey             SOMOS PUEBLO 

The Welcoming Table 
We believe that the invitation to this table comes not from any church or individual, but from Jesus. We 
therefore invite in Christ’s name all who hear that invitation and who wish to respond by sharing the bread and 
the cup. In the spirit of inclusion – the cup is alcohol-free; and there is a gluten-free option for bread.   

 Breaking of the Bread 
 Sharing of the Cup 
Making an Offering 
 

Please consider making an offering through on-line giving, or mail your check to the church 
address. You can find information on our church web page: first-ststephens.org You may 
also place your offering in the offering plate in the sanctuary. Or, you may use the QR 
Code that is at the end of the announcements. 

 

Prayer of Dedication/Offering (congregation reads bold print) 
May our gifts serve those who feel so hopeless, so empty, so forgotten, so they 
would know the presences of God’s love and grace in their lives. Amen. 
 

Hymn for Sending   NCH #526  We Are Marching in the Light of God              SIYAHAMBAH 
              ~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

Benediction 
Postlude       

+   +   +   +   + 
 

Worship Resources are adapted from: 
Thom Shuman, PCUSA 

 

Welcome! We are glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please fill out a visitor’s 
card from the back of one of the chairs and place it in the offering plate or hand it to the 
pastor after the service. Join us for light refreshments immediately after the service in the 
Gathering Room behind the sanctuary. 
 

http://first-ststephens.org/
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We continue to collect school supplies for Deep Creek Middle School. Please bring your school 
supplies and place them in the chancel area as we try to help this school’s students have a strong 
start this academic year. 
 

ACTC is asking for any non-perishable food items. For the month of August, please bring 
individual servings of fruit, healthy snacks, or other school lunch foods. Place items in the red 
wagon in the foyer. 
 

Art Camp will be in our building throughout the month of August. If you need to enter the 
building before 5p.m., please use the office entrance or foyer entrance. Thank you for avoiding 
the Gathering Room or basement. 
 

Today, we open the gallery exhibit of the photography of Tom August and Cara McAllister 
August. The gallery is open on Sundays between noon and 2p.m. or by appointment by calling: 
540-230-6903. Please spread the word, and let your friends know about this new exhibit. The 
gallery reception will be Sunday, September 8th.  
August docents are:                        TODAY – Lois Joellenbeck 
                                                     August 11 – Amanda Ajulu 
                                                     August 18 – Nancy Ciesla 
If you can volunteer to be a docent, contact Sharon Barr: sharonbarr0227@gmail.com  
 

 
To Make an Offering Now 

 
 
 

Church Staff 
 

 

Kelly M. Sisson    Pastor     fssuccpastor@gmail.com    (410)832-3974 
Nancy Chronister  Director of Music     nancyfc88@comcast.net     (610)724-6096 
Alex Vishio      Theologian at Large     avishio@mail.smu.edu 
Zach Langdon-Kennedy   Artist in Residence   tinnatupaws@gmail.com 
Deb Taylor    Administrative Assistant  fss.church.ofc@gmail.com     (410)377-5224 
Renard Noble       Properties Caregiver      (410) 419-5199 

 

Church Office  (410) 377-5224     WiFi Password: ONAcomma 
 
 
Consistory for 2024 
 

Amanda Ajulu – President - amandamajulu@yahoo.com 
Jen Langdon – Vice President - jenjele@gmail.com 
Bill Ingram – Treasurer - william.ingram@gmail.com 
Richard Arrington - richard_arrington2003@yahoo.com 
Emily Perl – emilyperl78@gmail.com 
Laura Weaver Haas – laurahaas0720@gmail.com 
Nancy Ciesla - nciesla62@gmail.com 
Nancy Chronister – Member at Large - nancyfc88@comcast.net 
Kelly Sisson – Ex-Officio - fssuccpastor@gmail.com 












