Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom. Simply click here:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210

** Announcements are at the end of this order of worship. **
The Service of Worship

First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
Baltimore, Maryland
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Year C

September 18, 2022

10:30 a.m.

If you are visiting online, please place your email address in the chat.
We will gladly send you the weekly Order of Worship and Announcements.

Prelude

How Great Thou Art with God Of Wonders

Nancy Chronister, Director of Music

arr. Carol Tornquist

Welcome
Rev. Kelly M. Sisson, Pastor
Call to Worship Litany
(Congregation reads bold)
We gather together to celebrate the joy in our lives.
God's love fills our hearts to overflowing with laughter.
We gather, in God's presence, to find comfort and hope for our pain.
God's grace wipes away our tears and knits us together as one people.
We gather together, in God's presence, to worship God in faith and truth.
Alleluia! Amen!
Lesson from the Psalms
Hymn for Worship

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
NCH #553 There Is a Balm in Gilead

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns

Anthony Carota, Liturgist
BALM IN GILEAD

~ as you are able, please stand ~

Rev. Sisson

Please remember these shared concerns:
-

Our siblings in the Ukraine, and prayers for peace
Cora Rose Merrikan – at home
Anthony Carota’s family after the death of his Aunt Mary
Karen Lovelace awaiting tests
Tiffany Summers, Teresa’s daughter – expecting a baby
Amanda Ajulu and her family
Stef’s brother, David, living with Alzheimer’s

Call to Reconciliation
Before we speak, God knows our needs, yet our words open our hearts to God's
grace. Let us prepare ourselves for God's healing as, in words and silence, we tell of
all that separates us from God and one another. Please join me as we pray,
Unison Prayer for Forgiveness
First of all, Everlasting God, we must confess how we have not lived as your people.
We serve many masters - work, wealth, power, addictions - yet find no hope in
them. We hear the cries of the poor, and shut the doors of our hearts to them. We
ridicule those who expose their hopes and dreams to us.
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Forgive us, Compassion's Heart, and heal us of our brokenness. Make us well, so that
by our healing, we might be the hope and love others need in their lives, even as
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, brought these gifts to us, calling us to be faithful
with the grace, peace, and joy entrusted to us.
Silence is kept

Assurance of Pardon
Now that we have let go of the pain, the bitterness, the anger of our lives, let us be
kind, tender-hearted, and gentle towards each other, forgiving as God has forgiven
us.
We are God's beloved children, and will model God's grace and love in our hearts.
Thanks be to God! We are forgiven! Amen.
Hymn for Purpose
The Scripture Lesson
Anthem

NCH #527

We Offer Christ

CHARTERHOUSE

~ as you are able, please stand ~

Jeremiah 18:1-11
Come And Find The Quiet Center

Anthony Carota, Liturgist
Church Choir

Anne Krentz Organ and Shirley Erena Murray

Congregation please join on the third verse. See insert.

Kintsugi Lessons
Nancy Ciesla

The Homily
Welcoming New Member

Rev. Sisson

Receiving Fabric Piece
Promises of New Members (see insert)

Please consider making an offering through on-line giving, or mail your check to the church
address. You can find information on our church web page: first-ststephens.org You may
also place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary.

Prayer of Dedication

~congregation reads bold print~

We could taunt our neighbors, or treat them to a warm welcome; we would mock
those who are different or affirm them as family; we could withhold our inheritance
from others, so help us to joyously and lovingly pour out our gifts and lives for
others. This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

Hymn for Dedication
Benediction
Choral Postlude

NCH #562

Take My Gifts

TALAVERA TERRACE

~ as you are able, please stand ~

What Does The Lord Require of You?

+ + + + + +
Worship Resources for today are adapted from:
Thom Shuman, PCUSA
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
ACTC – has sent out a desperate plea for peanut butter, tuna, and mac & cheese. Please
fill the red wagon on Sundays with donations so that we can deliver generously on
Mondays. You can always drop off on the porch at 535 Brook Rd. Towson.
Save the Date – Author, minister, prophet John Pavlovitz will be with us the first
weekend of November. Clear your calendar, invite your friends, and be watching for
more details about this weekend.
General Schedule:
7p.m. Saturday evening – Opening Address
10:30a.m. Sunday Worship
3p.m. Sunday – Closing Address

To prepare for his visit, we suggest your reading any of his books:

A Bigger Table
Stuff that Needs to be Said
If God is Love Don’t Be a Jerk

Many Gifts, Any Gifts!
Our regular choir rehearsals will resume on alternate Thursday evenings. We meet in the
sanctuary at 6:30 pm. If you have a musical talent to share (or just want to sing and
have fun!) please join us! The choir also rehearses at 10 am on Sundays to prepare to
help lead worship. As we transition into our new worship space, we are also planning
some new music opportunities. Please consider sharing any gift you have. See Nancy or
ask any choir member for more information. (Upcoming rehearsals are 9/22, 10/6, 10/20)
Cornerstone Community Housing Fundraising Dinner – October 6th at 6p.m.
at the Shriner’s Boumi Temple in Rosedale. There will be a catered dinner, auction, and
opportunity to know about this fine ministry in our community. Individual tickets are
$100, but if you would like to sit at the First and St. Stephen’s table, the cost is
$85/ticket. Please let the pastor know ASAP if you are interested. Availability will be on
first paid, first served.

If you want to speak with the pastor, it is best to leave a message on her home phone
number: 410-832-3974. Or, you can email: fssuccpastor@gmail.com
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New Member Promises

All who are received into the membership of First and St. Stephen’s United Church of
Christ hope to discover nurture and support within this family of faith. Today we ask of
Nancy Ciesla if you are willing to nurture and support your fellow congregants as you
journey in faith together.
If so, please say, “I am with God’s help”.
“I am with God’s help.”

Do you affirm and support the mission of the church, which simply stated, is “That they
may all be one.”
“I am with God’s help.”

Do you promise to resist oppression and injustice and to witness to the work and word
of Jesus Christ as best as you are able?
“I am with God’s help.”

Will you treat yourself and others with kindness, patience, and a willingness to render
Christ’s peace, as far as you are able?
“I am with God’s help.”

Will you support the work of the church with your prayers, your presence, and your
resources?
“I am with God’s help.”

To the Congregation:
Do you promise to support this new member as she journeys in faith with you today,
and in the days ahead?
“I am with God’s help.”
We welcome you into the full fellowship and active involvement of First and St.
Stephen’s United Church of Christ. We celebrate your weaving yourselves into the
tapestry of this faith community and the wider church. Welcome!
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