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Use the following worship guide as we gather on Sunday morning via Zoom.  Simply click here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2398495210 

** Announcements are at the end of this order of worship. ** 
 

The Service of Worship 

First and St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Year C 
September 25, 2022                                              10:30 a.m.  

 
 

 

If you are visiting online, please place your email address in the chat. 
We will gladly send you the weekly Order of Worship and Announcements. 

 

Prelude                 Nancy Chronister, Director of Music   
Welcome                   Rev. Kelly M. Sisson, Pastor 
                    

Call to Worship Litany  (Congregation reads bold) 
Come and be held in the presence of the One who shelters and befriends!  
Though others may pass by without noticing,  
each life captures the loving attention of God.  
Though there are gates that ostracize and fences that turn away,  
God opens Their arms to every aching body and reaches for the isolated and alone.  
Though resources are hoarded and creation groans beneath us,  
God will raise up those who believe in justice and deliver us from the clutches of evil.  
Thanks be to God who brings us into Life Abundant.  

 

Lesson from the Psalms  Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16        Choir and 
Congregation 

         MV #214   May God’s Sheltering Wings     (see insert)      
Judith Snowdon 

Hymn for Worship   NCH #1   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                    ST. DENIO 
~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns Rev. Sisson 
 Please remember these shared concerns: 

-   Our siblings in the Ukraine, and prayers for peace 
-   Our siblings in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Fiona 
-   Deanna Weaver-Haas’ family after the death of her uncle 
-   Karen Lovelace  
-   Tiffany Summers, Teresa’s daughter – expecting a baby 
-   Amanda Ajulu and her family 
-   Stef’s brother, David, living with Alzheimer’s 

 

Call to Reconciliation 
In God's presence, our lives are exposed, our words are shown for their hollowness, 
our need is revealed.  Let us confess who we are, as we ask God to embrace us with 
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grace and hope. 
 

Unison Prayer for Forgiveness 
We need to confess, God of Abraham and Lazarus, how often we are not content 
with the simple gifts and lives you offer. Tempted by everything, we can become 
insensitive to those who have nothing. Encouraged by the world to accumulate more, 
we may miss the chance to gather your goodness and godliness. Chasing after all 
which has no value, we may not have the energy to pursue the faith, the love, the 
gentleness you have for us.  
Forgive us, God of Reversals. You have sent the One who speaks the words we need 
to listen to in order to have life.  Help us to remember how you have redeemed us, 
and in remembering, may we make that good confession that Jesus Christ is our Lord 
and Savior, now and forever. 

Silence is kept 
Assurance of Pardon 

This is the good news that comes from God: I will hear your prayers, I will answer 
with hope and peace, I will deliver you from your sins. 
God has covered us with grace; under God's hope we will find shelter. Thanks be to 
God. Amen. 

 

Hymn for Praise     NCH #436  God of Grace and God of Glory                  CWM RHONDDA 
~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

The Scripture Lesson   Luke 16:19-31                                     John Henson, Liturgist 
Anthem    Come And Find The Quiet Center           Church Choir 

Anne Krentz Organ and Shirley Erena Murray 
Congregation please join on the third verse. See insert. 

The Homily    Chasms or Bridges?            Rev. Sisson 
 

Please consider making an offering through on-line giving, or mail your check to the church 
address.  You can find information on our church web page:  first-ststephens.org  You may 
also place your offering in the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Prayer of Dedication                  ~congregation reads bold print~  
 

God of our ancestors, bless these offerings to the work of your prophets: The ones who 
remind us who we are and what we are capable of. The ones who reveal what is true. 
The ones who point us to a world where none go hungry, none are pushed to the 
edges, and none are treated as anything less than your beloveds. May their testimonies 
be blessed and may our responses be faithful. Amen.  

 

Hymn for Sending    NCH #499  Pues si vivimos (In All Our Living)               PUES SI VIVIMOS 
         ~ as you are able, please stand ~ 

The Sending  ~congregation reads bold print~ 

God sends us from this place with a word of hope. 
We will offer the shelter of grace to all in need. 
Jesus sends us out with the word of life. 
We will seek to share community with those we will meet. 
The Spirit sends us into a world which longs for justice. 
We will trust that God's freedom will be offered to all people. 

Postlude   
+   +   +   +   +   + 
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Worship Resources for today are adapted from:    
enfleshed 

Thom Shuman, PCUSA 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Save the Date – Author, minister, prophet John Pavlovitz will be with us the first 
weekend of November.  Clear your calendar, invite your friends, and be watching for 
more details about this weekend. 
 General Schedule: 
  7p.m.  Saturday evening – Opening Address 
  10:30a.m.  Sunday Worship 
  3p.m.  Sunday – Closing Address 
To prepare for his visit, we suggest your reading any of his books:   

A Bigger Table 
Stuff that Needs to be Said  
If God is Love, Don’t Be a Jerk 

 

ACTC –  has sent out a desperate plea for peanut butter, tuna, and mac & cheese. Please 
fill the red wagon on Sundays with donations so that we can deliver generously on 
Mondays.  You can always drop off on the porch at 535 Brook Rd. Towson. 
 

Many Gifts, Any Gifts! 
Our regular choir rehearsals will resume on alternate Thursday evenings. We meet in the 
sanctuary at 6:30 pm.  If you have a musical talent to share (or just want to sing and 
have fun!) please join us! The choir also rehearses at 10 am on Sundays to prepare to 
help lead worship. As we transition into our new worship space, we are also planning 
some new music opportunities.  Please consider sharing any gift you have. See Nancy or 
ask any choir member for more information.  
 

If you want to speak with the pastor, it is best to leave a message on her home phone 
number:  410-832-3974.  Or, you can email:  fssuccpastor@gmail.com   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 












