' —-r\..p--hl-

Route 9W br wjge repairs comp

“The state-Taplisl p Tew T '
‘guardraiis. & sidewrlk: a5 wall 3 2 a2 T-font-hiph fence strercliig

“Staff 'phote’ — AWt

Refurbished Sparkill bride hds new railings and surfating.

across the 1,400 foot struciureunhuthmdea {enmng just a few areas of the bridge. Bul after
The fence is considered one of the key im- complaints from the yillage and labbying efforts of
provements, according to Pmrmont marﬂr William' state Sen. | Linda, w‘“‘k“’% D-Spring Valley, the agency
‘Coswick. Bl 0 agﬁm to enclose the full length, he said.
Belote, the,pm}eﬂ, ouiess : e ‘.E:-urmgvthe last y;eax,‘d'oncrete harm&l; had divided

Jshaduws e span. 430‘!:1 l.ﬂ‘iued lat val ere.
it ‘debris off the bridge that broke ﬂm mﬁwa . with cars traveling one side and workers
G m L E_. ;I‘:Ife barriers were ‘carted awgy Thursda:,r.

“and eluttered their backyards and. swimmin
~with junk. _
| (Goswick said that'in'addition: m\‘ﬁmﬁg‘a_ terent to
vam]als, th&_ x_ﬁqej;gmﬁahlf would eliminate another

ning ar hrﬂpm;c_'wshaapammdanew
ouhle. wahmﬂ%mm&sﬁemmnthm-

s

_ :the viaduct opened unceremoniously
has  of g€ ‘general f_l:'aﬁl in both directions about/ 4 p.m. He
Ve years.. afisﬂ 'said-that erews plan to complete minor work on

Jopefully, by having the fence p thhpﬂ tuwa‘ﬁ the the bridge and clean up within the next week.
‘center of the, bridge, thab_pmﬁ'lemfmll ‘have Hmn

imi ' the mayor said. T,'hE mnstrm:ﬂon wm:k was done: by ‘Struciural
emgm said gle DOT’s. m’iglnal planﬂ included ' Concrete Co. of Montgomery, N.Y., Gre-&mngsmﬂ




Story and. pbotos
by Arthur R. Aldrich

From) s rickling ‘soures
amdal the rock formations oFf
Clapsiand (Mounizin it COUTses
amang ihe rocks and through the
concrete channels in TAppan . ..
as it dives thraizh the:
constrictions of the Malentine
Svenue nnage hefore widening into
a placid pont in Sparkili . —asit
thunders over thedamin. .
Piemiont, pieking tpa’final _
surge of encrzy before 1is confluence
with the majestic Hudsen. iiic
Sparkill Creek is littfe more than'a
wavy line on topographic maps.

{eer the vears it Hast
srved as'd spurceof pure; waterand
fresh fishito indians and settlers .. .
a5 = handysewerfor pollaters ..

e r s o A AN R e SR

discharge chermicals or wasies. and’

for silt frow construction’ sites.
“There is a lot of building going
on.Melone savs. "T've'seen the
ditt piled up' at the county _
sewer plant construction site, right
next to the Sparkill. One'good rain
and that dirt will wash right”into:
the creekt o

Diri carried by runeff
becomes silt that fills up the low
spots in the stream bed, and chokes
off the ‘irout. ;

Fish lmporiant

Fish ‘are important not
only to the anglers, but also 1o the
Sparkill activists. Explains Barbara
Porta; “If the streant supports
acquanic lifeidl earns 4 higher
riiing  from the state: The

higher the rating, tie stricter he laws.  spots, B. € and D that s, 1t will,
-supporn.some fish except ina fow
rcas: Each year, the

abput what can he pul into,the
siream.” However, a Catch-22
cqhipiiu‘ﬂies'.;11-3‘."';;ir£:lilérf!: i

It & stveam is so polluted

it does not support aguatic life, then

Y.

it originates here and end here.™
explains Paul Melone of Tappan.
one of a growing number of
residents dedicated to iis
preservation and unprovement.

it canpot qualifyforthe hrigh
.+ gating that would protect 1t

“It s Orangetown’s awnstream —

R k

Their task hasn’ been easy, The

stredm was once so- foul with
industrial pollution “that _
nothing would live in it. As polfuters.
were identified and prosecuted
marine life began to flow back. But
chemicdl spills, ‘such as acetone:
‘oné year; and fuel oil O
inadvertentiy dumped from a schocl
in Northvale, set back the clean-up
‘process. But revolutionary artifacts
have been retricved from its. .
streambid: each year

pollution.- Yet, says Krs. Porta.
the former Orangglown -
town board member who now: heads
the county’s environmental
management council: 1t is the
polluted streams that most need
protection from the state’s
Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC)Y.. _
The state’s highest Tating, A,
goes o streams that are used ‘as
public water supplies. .
mwer.ralings_:gﬁ-to‘Istf&'a_*mg.iﬁ--wh‘i&ih'
fish will propagate. and lower
ratings still 1o those watetw

that
will sustain life, but nwhich _T-_l_'s_h

‘will/ not propagate. .

The Sparkill, in_its short ravel
fron mauntain (o riyer Is T

ear, the. .
E*fa;.ﬁgi@;:Eis'r_;;gmdfﬁmagm_te;m@

Association, of Spa ki l]l;gn}gj -

|Piermont. stock the. streant with

: FI-_: - .'-
Iﬂ_.-;}e.mlau.-._l .ﬁﬂd'.._'. .:_ -

i . | L

‘& iy of life foi
‘Barbara Porta of

of hawki
atching thesirea

Tappan,

 who drafted the town’s first wetlands

legislation, and Emil DiFransca of

Picrmeont, who has been designated
that village's official stream

ywatcher- Melone ako

{watches thve Stxeam, Which flows past
his-colamalhome in Tappan.

What theylre warching for is

pollution from industries that
fmight' 'be lémptj?:d 1G:

o7 4/3/55'

fingesding trout. Many survive

and grow-in the waters, but -

“the fith do net prepagate. Raising
the stregani’s rating to-a 8-T (one:in

which trout will netsnky swvive,

but also repreduce) is A major
goal of the conservation ;
groups and activists:involved with
“the Sparkill Creek. Melone and
Mrs. Porta will soon begin to-map
the stream. in.order to identify
the:sources of pollution that

will prevent. it from being rated atia
higher classification,

.. Fishing's Good
_While the stream’s overall
cleanliness is important o .
anglers like Donald Grippo and Ray
Peretin, both of whom were oul
fishing for trout the day the season
opened, April L. the name of the
same was to, hook fish.
Grippo had caught 64 trout last year,
ranging.in size from12-18 inches.
day; he hiad only caught a

it didn's natter. "My
ws not o/ expectime:

AR SR ot TR S

he said.

According to Grippo and
. Peratin; conditicns -have been
improving in the Sparkill

“for tie 12 years they have been
. fishing; “1t’'s much cleaner Row than
ivhad been” Peretin said. “There’s

still some poliution, but' we don’t
know where it’s coming

i e T

Porta, Melone and others

however. wanl 10 know where the'
pollution originates. So does’ -
'Donald Brenner, the wowa's
‘executive direcior of public works.
‘Even though the Sparkill is
technically utider the aegis of ‘the
county drainage agency. Brenner
will follow-up on' reporis of
pellution.. - . Hs
“‘Meanwhile. from the pond -
behind the Tappan Libtary, to the
quiet, hidden pools just south of:
tak Tree Road; tothe .

wildlife refuge in Piermont and ‘the’

" tidal marshes just Beyond, the

Sparkill Creék remains one of the
fownis malor water résources,




by Arthur R. Aldrich

Dom Yazzo was a St. Agnes boy -
one of the thousands of orphans
“cared for by the good sisters
Jin Sparkill - raised, nurtured and -
£ducated before bemg turned out .
D into the world at age 18, with
nothing but his abilities and
N ambitions to sustain him.

B Today he’s still living in .

o Orangetown., '

L ' He entered the home in - 1914
“and emerged, at the height (or .-
depth) of the Great
Depresslon *1 did alot of thmgs to:
'stay alive,” he says, looking back |
on the experience from the -
distance of nearly 60 years.. “I’ P

. not proud of some of them.™" .

‘Eventually he landed a _|ob as;
dishwashér in New York City at $6.

~~ a week, and managed to stay alive, °

ur rown, Aprl 3, 1985

Wy

While he was at St. Agnes he ...
used to go with some of the 5% 7~
other orphanage boys into the heart -

SPARKILL SCRAPBOOK

‘Orphanage kid’ blossomed into artist

.- of downtown Sparkill, which .
boasted a soda shop and a sﬂent

. ﬁlm thedter. “We watched ‘the ,
movies for nothing in the :*
he recalls. “There was no

_ summer
air COHdlthl’llng so they had to keep
-the doors open. Then we'd stand -

_outside and watch.” There was no
- dialogue, but appropriate
* piano music was provided by a bevy

of teenage music students, among
+hem Mary Francisco. He married
_+her in 1935 - the couple

.anniversary this yesr.
“You know what we did for our

. the dog races in Orangeburg and

« won- §11. That was a

fortune then. We went up to Gus'

" Mraining camp for dinner and felt

1ike big shots,” Mary adds.
During the Depression Sparkill

~residents, the Yazzos among

" idrawing despite the hard times. -

~ telebrated their golden & =~ Just before he was

weddmg celebration? We went to- |

“looking for coal that fell - or was

l'Iocomoti\.'c.as That cpal was often .
7 Ja sole source of heat for

-the Erie was stingy with ‘its coal,
..even the discarded clinkers from

) Hooked at it again,” Yazzo says.

-regular cartoon commentary,- Then
he became a teacher of the
‘handicapped, and worked for
BOCES in industrial training,
-Yazzo also fired off a letter

them, patrolled the Erie tracks -

- ‘thrown - from the steam

‘many area homes, Yazzo says Bui
editor of the newspaper, suggesting "

" that great sports figures in -

_.Rockland be immortalized in a
Hall of Fame. The idea o
began to grow, and aithough Yazzo

kengine fireboxes. Anyone the
railroad police caught
1respassmg on the tracks was
arrested and prosecuted.
Dom Yazzo kept up with hls

development, the Rockland
County Sports Hall of Fame

scheduled to be shipped out as an Several weeks ago, Our Town ran

‘army inductee, he sketched Sparkill .
s it looked in 1944 - a drab tank
'town, with lines of poverty still -

deeply etched. “It’s funny -

I put that sketch away and never -

+ taken in the late 1930's. That -
prompted Yazzo to rummage
around in his studio for the
long-forgotten sketch. He found it,

came up with some memorabilia.of
his days as an orphan at St,” Agnes
SO many years ago.

'After he returned from military
service he did artwork for the
Journal-News, drawing a

Dom and Mary Yazzo (left) with his view of
Tappan in the 1940's. Below, the St. Agnes
Jootball team he played on. Leonard Coake
was also a team member.

a photo of downtown Sparkill, "

one day to Norman Baker, then - -3

was not asked to play a part inits

=" ..became an institution. : T -

- did an oil painting from it and also - -
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County’s Thanksgiving presei:

Story and photo
- by Arthur R. Aldrich

Thanksgiving at the Vega family table is usually 2
festive event. Children and grandchildren have
gathered for four years at the couple’s-home on
Route 340 to enjoy the holiday, and to enjoy as well
the fruits of their own labors.

And they had good reason to be thankful. Owners
of a small business in the garment district, the Vega
family moved to Orangetown 12 years ago and pur-
chased a house. Six years ago they bought a 1928
Dutch colonial style residence abuting the
Rockland County Sewage Treatment Plant. Before
mioving ini they'spent two years clearing nearly three
and 2z half overgrown acres, and with their own
hands turned .a rundown wreck of a building into
what Mrs. Vega calls “my dream house.” Mrs, Vega
is active in the parish of Our
Heart in Tappan, where she teaches confirmation
class - in addition to attending classes at Rockland

Community College and serving as mother to an ex- .

tended family of married children.

But this Thanksgiving may be the last time the
Vega family gathers in Sparkill. Earlier this year,
the Rockland County Sewer District told Mr. and
Mrs. Vega that their home and surrounding
property was needed for “‘a recommended buffer
zone”’ around the soon-to-be expanded sewage

treatment plant, If they didn’t sell out and leave; the -

district would be forced to condemn the property,
the Vegas were told. ' .

And on Monday, they were sent @ letter giving
them until November 30 to decide - if their
decision was pot to sell to the county, then con-

demnation proceedings wouid begin.

Lady of the Sacred. -

Sayre S. Burns, an employee of the Rockland
County Office of Real Property and Tax
Delinquency told the Vegas that they might be of-
fered a life tenancy on their property, as an in-
ducement to sell out to the sewer district betore
condemnation proceedings began. That was unac-
ceptable. “We rebuilt this place with our own
hands,” Mrs. Vega said. “They're going to force us
out, then let us live here as tenants? We don’t know
why they need our property - they say it's for a
‘recommended buffer zone.” Who recommends it? If
i's not a requirement, why do they need it?”

Mrs. Vegas says she has been unable to sleep ever
since Ms. Burns’ first visit on Good Friday. “I keep
having this nightmare that people are trying to
carry me out of my home. I wake up screaming in
the middle of the night.”

Meanwhile, the county ordered an appraisal on
the Vega property, which straddles a residential
and an LO (laboratory-office) zone. The appraiser
came up with a figure of $212,000, less $6,000 for
the cost of a subdivision, which Ms. Buras urged
the Vegas to apply for. This is aiso puzzling. “Why
do they want a subdivision if the property is only
going to be used for a buffer?” Mr. Vega asks.

A few weeks ago, the sewer district mailed the
Vegas a copy of the “life tenancy” policy approved
by the sewer commissioners. It appeared at first
glance to allow them to remain in their homes for
the rest of their lives - until they read the entire
document. Under its provisions, the Vegas must:
pay all taxes on the property; carry and pay for a $1
million liability policy; and maintain the propeny
in a mannet acceptable to the sewer district.

However, “life tenancy” could be as brief as 18
months, according to the agreement, if the county
needs the property for the sewer distirct or any

H

0

would be forced to move out.

p

- sell or be forced out

ther municipal use - in which case the Vegas
Or, according to the

olicy, if the Vegas don’t maintain the place ac-

cording to the standards of the executive director of
the sewer district, “who shall be the sole judge asto
the neatness and orderliness of the premises,” then
eviction proceedings could be started.

the rest of our lives - or

“What the policy says, is that we can stay here for
until they want us out,”

Mrs. Vega says. “That's no life tenancy agreement.”

Take the Money and Run?

The Vegas are torn between fear of the sewer
district commencing condemnation and the temp-
tation of taking the $206,000 that has been offered.
Some homeowners who have been approached by
the county have taken the money gladly - especially
those whose homes are in need of repair, as well as
those who have been plagued by continuous sewer
odor since the plant opened in 1969.

But the Vegas told Our Town they don’t want the
money -they want to remain in their home and en-
joy what they worked to obtain. “We have deep
roots here,” Mrs. Vega explained. "I have two
c_hi_ldren at home, and children and grandchildren
living across the street. My family is here, and my
life is here. I'm very involved in Sacred Heart
parish, and really don’t want to move. The county’s
life tenancy is a joke.”

If it is, the joke is a bitter one. “Mrs. Burns asked
me to pick a tree, and they'd save it for me when
they cut down all the others,” she said, pointing to
the wooded area that separates her land from the
sewer plant. “I went back there and marked them
all. Those are my trees, and I love them all.”

For her Monday night RCC psychology class,
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Mrs. Vega was asked to draw a house and to put
people in it. She nearly broke down. But she did
write about her home. ' :

“This is a beautiful house, built in 1928. This is
my house. It was once full of happy faces, contented
minds and loving hearts. Now the faces are sad. The
contented minds are full of turmoil and pressure,
wondering what the future holds for them. The
loving hearts have become bitter, very bitter against
politicians in Rockland who wish to take away the
beauty of their home. Two years were spent fixing,
repairing and rebuilding this house inside and out
before it was to become home to us. Each wall and
ceiling was planned and erected with care and love,

“When the house is destroyed, part of me wiil die
with it. It was my dream, my forever house and
home.” '



- Remembering Rockland

‘the way it was’

k' ] 5 { &5

By NANCY CACIOPPO Bl e
Staff Writer

_As a life-long resident of Sparkill, Betty Koester
has & unique perspeetive on life in Roekland —

the way it was. When the Piermont Reformed
Church, where she has been a member for 70 years,
decided to honor the 83-year-old Rocklander with-a
recent luncheon, it also seemed a.good time to
honer nostalgia. ) |

_ Mrs. Koester (nee Elizabeth Boss) has spent the
greater part of this.century watching life evolve in

and around the little Sparkill meat markel that once:

-stood at the corner of Main Street and Ferdon

‘Avenue. It was 2 husiness her father acquired at the

turn of the century, and one which stayed a family
«business for 69 years. ] '
. She has outlived her older sister, three younger
brothers, and two husbands (she s now married to
retired banker William Koester).

But she remembers when there were dirt roads
.and kerosene lamps, when local area children were
transported to the Piermont School by horse and
wagen, and when few continted their educations
beyond the 8th grade. I oA Al

. Koester's recollections, together with a

history of the family business wrilten by her late,

‘brother, John Boss, when he retired in 1968, provide

some fascinating details of the family's history and
their life'in the 'area, i

~ They recount how their father, Henry Boss, a
German immigrant and butcher, his Pennsylvania-
born. wife, and one-year-old daughter, Margaret
(“Marge?), came to Sparkill in 1899 “to take over a
near defunct meat and ice business he had recently
rented froma man named Zuber.” i

John reealled how their father “must have fared
quite well in those days,” because three years later
in 1902, he bought the business, With it, he acquived
the nearby ice house that occupied the site of<in 11
grist mill'owned by a man named Bogart, oue of te
eriginal settlers of the area,

_ The family lived in rooms over the meat market,
and Mrs. Koester was born there in 1801; John, who
was born in 1903, was soon followed by the last two
brothers, Bartly-in 1905, and Carl in 1907,

John Wrote, “My first recollection of the butcher
business starfs in 1909 when as a boy of six, after
my father closed the shop for the day, we proceeded
o the barn where my father would kill' ehickens,
pigs, lambs, ete, which he had purchased the
preceding Sunday as we rode through the country-
side in our fringed-top surrey.” ' ]

John related that the old ice house stond below
the dam of the present Sparkill skating rink, and |t
was from there they harvested (e ice. But jn 1912,
the family built a new and modern ice house on the
site, which became “the largest building in town,”
Johi zdded.

“Twenty-five men would work to take the lce

my mother always fed them afterwards;” Mrs.
Kosgter recalled Il = e e
e also remembered that the area "wasn't very
built up. then, and had only s few houses, the
Plermont Mill, our meat market and ice business, a
grocery store, a coal yard, and several saloons
which served the people calching the train Ffor
Jepseli Gy SRR T g
© “In 1912, my father bought his first automobile,
a_ seven-passenger EMF, and sﬁﬁttiﬁ.ﬁ#@m.fd.é=|
bought. 2 new Studebaker for deliveries;” John's
history continues; “In 1913, my sister Marge, who
was 15 years old, left sehool to drive it for s, Tce,
trucks soon followed. And the happy day arrived -

when there were no more horses to groom and feed,

' from the ice pond and pul it Into the ice liouse, and

no more stables to clean before going to school, We
were going places,” John exclaimed. . :
Around 1915, John wrote, “Bob Maines of Tap:
pan wired our house, and the wonderful nights of
ight began.” The family also had one of (fie first
‘telephones In the area, he added.
In the same year (1915) Mrs, Koester, then 14
years old, left school fo go.to otk Injthe family
husiness as a hookkeeper, fruit and vegetable buyer,
‘and meat cutter. As children, she said; ‘we dida't
have much piay. We had fo work all our Jives""
. John recalled how his brother Bartly, “from the
Lime he was 14, worked with us as & mechanic and

truck driver,” while his brother Carl “was a mian at
15, driving trucks and generally taking eare of the
ice business which had grown considerably,” John |
wrote. “We had four (rucks on he road those
summers, selling about 20 to 30 fons of ice per day." |
he added. ) R e

The First World War came and went. “We lost a r‘
few customers, because my father came from |
Germany. It worried me some, but fot:my Dad —

he was a proud man,” recalled John. .

During the Depression, the family sold pork
ehops at two pounds for 25 cents; “and few had the
money (o buy them,” he added. Back in 1904, a
sampling of the Boss Meat Markei prices ranged
from a 7-Ib. rib roast for $1.26, to a 2 3/4-1b. sirioi
steak which went for 55 cents, to an 8-1b. roast beef
which sold for $1.44, ! :

In the 1950s, Mmlﬁagst?re,eall% tlheﬁfam.ll?’ﬂ
customers included the late actress Katharine Cor-
nell and TV broadcaster Mike Wallace, both of
whom lived in nearby Palisades. i 1|

Bul more recent, reminiscences have a way of
bringing you up to date. Mrs. Koester looked once
again at another nostalgic photograph of the Henry
Boss Meat Market and a sign on the corner that!
once pointed the way “To the Yonkers Ferry” (at
Alpine, N.J).. Y :

She agreed she'd seen some differences in the
area over her lifetime. “But Sparkill doesn't really
seem to change,” she added. '
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Margaret Kopf

Margaret “Mom” Kopf of Spar-
kill, the longtime owner of one of
Rockland’s oldest restaurants, the
Mountain House Tavern, died Tues-
day at the Elmwood Manor Nursing
Home in Nanuet. She was 93.

Mrs. Kopf and her late husband,
Henry, operated the family-style
restaurant on Route 340 since 1929,
when they purchased it at the
height of the depression and prohi-
bition.

Two of their sons, Edward, of
Sparkill, and Otto, a Piermont resi-
dent, now manage the restaurant.

“Father ran the business end of
it and mother ran the kitchen. In
the early days it was known for its
good sandwiches. Later on it be-
came a real restaurant,” said Ed-
ward. “It was never a fancy place,
but it was always home.”

Until about five years ago, Mrs.
Kopf continued to run the restau-
rant with her two sons.

“She would have her hand in the
cooking, dishwashing and setting
tables,” Edward said.

Her involvement with the res-
taurant later diminished, but Mrs.
Kopf took part in the restaurani’s
business decisions until a year ago,
Edward said.

While the restaurant had a var-
ied menu, a popular favorite was its
Sauverbraten with red cabbage and
dumplings “that we marinate for at
least four days,” Mrs. Kopf told
The Journal-News in 1976.

“Hard work and their love of
people,” according to Edward, kept
the " restaurant running for more
than 50 years, “They would work 12
to 14 hours a day and then get up to
greet the people in the morning,”
he said, .

The restaurant’s bar opened by
8 am., in time for the change of

Mom’ Kopf

shifts at the old Piermont paper-
mills, Edward recalled.

“There were not many restau-
rants around during prehibition and
the depression. People didn’t eat
out as much then. And only a few
are still run by the same family,”
Edward said.

Mrs. Kopf was born in Germany
to Otto and Regina (Meyer) Lipins-
ky on Nov. 7, 1890. She came to this
country in 1904, setiling in New
York City. She moved to Sparkill
with her husdand in 1929,

The Kopfs were married for 64
years. Mr. Kopf died in August
1976.

In addition to Edward and Otto,
Mrs. Kopf is survived by a third
son, Henry C. of Holiday, Fla.; a
brother, Adolf Lipinsky, of Salis-
bury Mills, N.Y.; a sister, Guste Van
Kampen, of Whiting, N.J.; 10 grand-
children and 10 great-grandchil-
dren.

A funeral service is scheduled
for 11 a.m. Friday at the Moritz
Funeral Home, 290 Route 303, Tap-
pan, with burial to follow in Rock-
land Cemetery.

Calling hours at the funeral
home are scheduled for 2 to 4-and 7
to 8 p.m. today.




remembered . 4, [,g (84




~+ Town will pay $
| for Sparkill sewer pu

: - by Robert Knight

E}‘mngemwn is 5o anxious to-attract 1BM to'a site

in Palisades that the Town Board has: agreed fo ex-

pand the Sparkill sewage pump station to ac-
commodate the industriali giant at a cost of ap-
proximately $1.1 million, according to ‘Supervisor
Joseph Calello.

IBM Fniends do-construct & muItaam.TJImn T.r,&lm”ng-

amkminfemnmmer on the 102-acre site;between
Routas SW and 340, and between the Rockland
'Cuuntr;i ‘Club and Oak Tree Road.

The'land had'been zoned for only laboratory and
the Town Board has already

officel use; but
unanimeusly voted 1o amend. its ordinances'to per-
mit such confererce centers in the previously
resirlcr.cﬂ z@pes. IBM, which has an optionito

purchase the site which it, has ot yet exercised, has

said it hopes'to break’ grﬂund for the news fac:lgw

this summer, and occupy the completed center H}T_

984,

Amang the technical requirements which IBL';-{
must sill meet before it can bl.‘ulq:f ‘the facility,
Thowever, are site plan apprmaj from Qrangerown.
and assurances that sewer service.will be available.

?_p

The stwer; hagi' her.u a spp‘m: qﬁ‘mn,t.mvemy

X

sines company and qg:;sa s acknowledged
earIy in the. }ﬂmatq;-u cess. that' the existing:
‘sewers aenrm;EhE aﬁefa,wm& Fﬂ*r {'mm ‘adequate, and
could nov possibly accomodate the huge conference
center without @ majon expansion.

Aﬁherugh not legally msl;mnslble for what the
town must provide, IBM agréed ta contribute 10
‘percent. of the cost of! th.expansinn, Al the time, it
was estimated it waulcl .cost abouf: ﬁﬁﬁﬂ 000, and
IBM therefore. offered to donate $85.000 o' the
Lown.

Aceording to Donald Brenner,. ea:ﬂeutwe dlﬁumr
of Drangetuwn 5 Dcpaﬂmem ‘of Public. Works, this
estimate’ has now risen o $1:1 millien, however.
IBM's mntnhunon is expected to mmam at; the
c-rigihai amount.,

Brenner says the Sparkill pumping ¢ station needed
‘the improvenients even without the arrival of 1BM,
‘which merely. hm-ugham already crucial! situation
10 # Crisis.

T]g‘e ‘station was built in 1963, and. pumps
; s of .gallons P sew'age da:ﬁ:,r from ‘the com-
munities ‘of Piermont. Palisades; Spa{k’ﬂl and Tap
pan.. to; ﬂu: town's sewer freatment plant in
-_'_Orang&h'u

Acmrdi‘ng to Brenner. the station'is far over its -
:c';a'phczit‘i.r"-:ﬂ]_madj 'S;u]j:‘ing in oecasional |backups
such as ones which oeccured last year, liﬁtng
manhole covers in Eiermimt am-ﬁ r:ausm‘g Faw
‘sewage 'to flow: along the straets.

It would have hef:n -Grange.mw 4 r@ons:bliny
to rebuild the [pump station evenwithout IBM’s ad-
ditional discharge ‘inte the underdesigned system,
Brenner says, ‘adﬂmg that w{:mkﬁmg with tire com-
pm‘mtfdea the ideal i 19,{::!3!“!& faE: 1hmtown
‘ork on the project.

At his urging. the Town Ea‘atd inoted
unammous!}r Nast-week at-a workshep meeting to

proceed with the expansion at the $1.1 million price

M-.:mr r;afthe\dc o war.k torthe: expansmn will be:
dﬂne intemaily.-,.:w in the town’s Depﬂﬂm;nt of
Public Works, and according to B rh:s will)
save the town at least 575.000 jt m:u‘ld
ethwm& ‘ave had to spend to hire: anr;}fcsswllgai-
outside: planmng and consulting: Tirm

Under the current plan, the town 'unllu; Iﬁrc
one. adtimcma[ engineer to! wark on the é’t‘ in
addition ‘o thel two aTre.hdv ‘on_the DP “staff, in-

_cluding Ere.nner ‘and mwu enginesr. Al Rmst.

Brenner esti’males it will take bﬂwem i:mr.n }rear
and 18 months to complete the expansioni project: .,
on the pump station, which is located on New aml.
William' Streets in Sparﬁle' 1t that schedule isimet,
it will be fi inished in plenty of fime for IBM to hook:

gz Kienuep ‘uﬂn ._mu

i
ﬂ

into it before iheir corference denter is.complate.. ~—;-|.1

Brenner 535"’5

The IBM lraining and conference center s ‘ﬁ L rm—
ploy several hundred persons. many Tocal residents,
and will: be used 1o tain company officials in a.

"
L
=]

resort- Ilk& setting; h{:usmg s many as. 350 Ri e

time. The center will not be open to the public
although its }mtcl rmtauram and meeting facilitics
will resemble a coIieg& campus. with acres'sf land-
scaped gmund,s whichi will im.luda athlenic fa-e:mti‘es
such as aswimming poal, tennis courts-and similar
amenities for the executives to tse cvenings md
weekends during their Lramlng. .

‘When completed, the IBM complex is. ¢xpcct-..d.,m
be third only. ttf’Lede.;rle Laboratories-and Blue Hill.
both in Pearl B-.nrer “As gommercial fax mtablcs m
Orangetown and Rﬂckiand County. According g
IBM. the center will be oneof two, the other heing
in Califomia, for the worldwide training of its own
officials. am:i cittomers in the use of its machines
and equipmént.
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2 between contenders for

B eté_rns' monu

ca TR T Wi
ment in Sparkill is
the focus of latest political wrang;e
the
Democratic nomination for County *
Execntive, John Grant and John
McAlevey. The issue turns out to be
less than meets the eye, however. '

“which

. Grant’s charges Ieé\‘ié.‘ -
% McAlevey underwhelmed

Story and photos
by Arthar R. Aldrich

.

Orangetown has become a bat--

tleground for two Democratic county
executive candidates. John Grant and

* John McAlevey, who are facing each

other in their party’s primary. But the
issue they're fighting over leave many
observers underwhelmed.

According to Grant, Metro North,

is part.  of the
Metropolitan

one-third acre parcel of property
which provides thés access to a

~ veterans memorial and a park. Coin-
cidentally, McAlevey, is Rockland’s

member of the MTA. Grant blames’
McAlevey for the strong-arm tactics.

When reached by Our Town on
Monday, Grant said he understood

that the property in question was the

park and war memorial across from

the Pearl River station, but added

quickly that he “would have to check
and see where it was”.

McAlevey didn't hedge: “The -

property that he (Grant) is referring to

. hamlet
- monuments where Memorial Day ser-
. vices are held each year. Recently, ac-
:cording to David Stuart, Orangetown’s
- director of finance, Conrail sent a let-

] Transportation
- - Authorities rail operation, is trying to
* strongarm Orangetown -into buying a

is in “Sparkill, and it -belongs to
Conrail. The MTA has nothing to do
with it. Someone on his staff must have
heard there was a problem, and tried
to blame me for it,” )

The Conrail lot lies between the old
Piermont Branch tracks of the Erie

'Railroad and the plaza where an or-

nate, cut-stone railroad station stood.
Orangetown purchased two thirds of
the acre parcel from a private owner
last year in order to preserve the
green and the veterans

ter offering the remaining one third
acre to the town, at $24,000 adding
that if the town didn’t buy it, the
railroad corporation would blockade
the road running through the parcel,
thus denying Orangetown access to the
monuments and the park. The town
paid reportedly $15,000 for two third
of the parcels, . _

But the Conrail threat is empty,
Stuard told Qur Town. “They couldn't
blockade the park if they wanted to,”

said. And the town.has plowed and
maintained that road - it's become:a
public right away. If Conrail wante
to blockade it, they'd have to station
24-hour guards there - people would
just tear down the barricades and use
“it anyway. And the town would take
Conrail to court over something like
that.” But just in case, Stewart is
checking into the total amount o_f back
taxes that the bankrupt Erie Railroad

% H

he said. “There's access from the otherie:

. and Conrail owe Olran'geto_'wn on that

Ve, ‘T

& ~McAlevey & “Town

rant's allegat

2~ Rockland is the railroad right-of—wax
" “between Spring Valley and Suffern,

: he said. “Conrail owns all the rest,

- and we have nothing to do with
. Conrail”,  McAlevey also suggested

“ that Grant and his staff “should read Js
“'the stuff they're putting out to avoid -

looking ridiculous”. And shortly after

ions’are baseless. “The
4-&only *property” the MTA owns in

Our Town began questioning the

story, Heather Duke, Grant's press-

contact person acknowledged that it
contained serious factual errors.

. McAlevey said he was happy to -

ot

share responsibility for MTA's ac-
complishments iniOrangetown, which
include rebuilding the Pear! River
Station, and construction of high level
platforms. /

_———
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Orangetown mair get'- to huy the“former 'E tie
Lackawanna plaza in Sparkill, but for now, both the:

Jasking price and the owner . of the parcel remam a’
e The Nyack spur was abandoned in the i950%.

|mystery n sSradn r e Nya ‘
% Ming 16 7 The piaza, used as a park and hamlet green by
Although ﬂ“’ supernsor was : unwi mg o St»arkill residents, contains memorials to ‘the

 discuss the questions _raised -at the wurksill:lpt "Orangetown’s World War [ ‘veterans. That stone
session, Our Town learned from other sources tha “memorial, flanked by, two World War I vintage ar--

the asking price of the “property is $16,000, and . “tillery -pieces, .is the destination of Sparkill
that it has been appraised at $25,000. But develop " American - Legion . Posts Memorial Day and
ment is unllkely smce vanances would - be . ‘Veteran’s Day parades.

.reqmred FPossible purchase of the ‘plaza was dlscussecl by
¢ Orangetown: Town Board at a workshop session *
l’ast week.: The discussion will continue next week,:
inj ';town superyisor, . Joseph “V. Colello.:

1 884,

The Plermont branch whlch u served abandoned'
“the passenger  service during. the Depression,.
- severing .the connection with Nanuet and Sufférn."

Pa_go'z,'Our'Town, August 8,

The green rectangle used 16:servi a"s".thev Yo

. to the old Erie-Lackawanna’Statioft :if: Sparklll ‘At - {0
"one time;a main nmctlo ‘here trains bodnd for  “One.-section -of * the - property  is occupied by‘
Suffern, Nanuet, = Nyack and - 'Hoboken*'met. .~ monuments to Orangetown residents who served in

Passengers could ‘either travel south to conneetlng : the United States Armed services,” Colello told Our

ferries at Hoboken, west to .Nanuet or. Suffern, or - Town,-“And the: ‘square - is the center of the.com-.
north to Nyack. At ‘Nanuet, passengers. could Aran- -«mumty s activities.: It is the place where friends and -

e m

- sfer to trains for'New City:or; [{averstraw At Sprmg -7neighbors meet. Its Joss to thc commumty would be" W%M e - ik @%W
Valley, to trains for' Pomona:iand-at Suffern fo lmmeasurable and tragic.”? i . E = ¥ o e . = %@
i the crack Ene “Road Of An‘th.raute" ﬂ}dlnlme name "% Colellé:and the town boardthave author:zed town : i S it ' - —*%W;—
_.trains. . B, attorney Morton -Lieb to negouatee with the as. yet - War monuments occupy the center of the former

S, But. the elegant cut-stone'smtmn WaASLO {z"ﬁﬁﬁ-named ‘owner-ofithe square,; -and try to reach an . Piermont station plaza.
. afler the Erle Lackawanna Ratlwav went banﬁrupt '**;‘";rs yet undeiermmed prlce = s s

e mad - . . - o s B T O e o N
-e:.. e : £ -
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Vegas safe at home despite county’s threats

by Arthur R. Aldrich

There’ll be no more construction
workers or sewer district agents
snooping around Ernest and Dolores
Vega's home in Sparkill. And there’lt
be no eviction, seizure and con-
demnation of the property. The sewer
district has been stopped in its efforts
to force the Vega family out of its
home on Route 340, to provide what
the district called “a buffer zone”
around the newly-expanded treatment
plant,

The order stopping the county from
summarily ousting the Vegas was
signed May 1 by Supreme Court
Justice Timothy J. Sullivan. It comes
as a relief to Mrs. Vega, who told Qur

Towsn that she and her family had been
harrassed by the sewer district for
months. “They were coming on our
property and putting down stakes,
spray painting lines, and getting ready
to reroute the Sparkill Creek,” she
told Our Town. “We regarded it as a
form of harrassment,”

Acquisition agents from the county
had offered the Vegas $250,000 for
the 1920’s vintage colonial home and
adjoining three-acre parcel - an offer
which the family refused because, Mrs.
Vega said, she had put down roots in
Sparkill, was active in Qur Lady of
Sacred Heart, and valued those com-
munity roots more than money.

For the past two years, the sewer
district has alternately cajoled,

threatened and harrassed the Vegas in
an attempt to get them out. They also

roffered a “lifetime tenancy agreement”

which, when analysed by the Vegas
and their attorney, Peter W, Sluys, tur-

sewer district decided it needed the

property. .
In sanuary, the sewer district served

condemnation notice on the Vegas,
claiming it had the right to’summarily

i

ned out to offer the family little except
a cash payment and the right to be
evicted without notice in the event the

stated, 1n his opinion, that “serious

questions have been raised which
require a full hearing and cannot be
decided on papers.” He also
prohibited county or sewer district
employees from setting foot on the
Vegas’ property, and ordered that a
date be set for atrial on the issue.
Among those serious questions are
statutes of limitation, and a claim by
the sewer district that it was exempt
from the provisions of the law that
required a public hearing before con-
demnation and eviction could begin.

*evict them. However, judge Sullivan -

'6861 ‘22 AR ‘umo] ing

—

“We knew they weren'’t going about \

it the right way,” Mrs. Vega told Our
Town. “No matter what they say, they
can’t just come in here and act as
though they already owned our
property. This isn’t Russia.”

The Vegas, who had been fearful of
being evicted from their home at the
Christmas holiday, now will be able to
stay while the issues are being decided
in court. Meanwhile, behind them and
around them, the new sewer plant is
taking shape - a plant that will be
visible year round, and one which

could inundate them and thejr neigh-

bors with sewer odor, if design

Tappastows

or
operational standards are not met

Historical 8¢ 7 o7

Bor 71, Togzpes, 4 New York 10983
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Ernest Vega contemplates the future outside
his Sparkill home. County Sewer District
threatens to condemn the Vega. property for
“recommended buffer.” Desplte the offer of
$206,000, neither Vega nor his wife Delores wish
to pull up their roots and move.
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‘iﬁuﬂrp N The: twosstory stugco ~at this location until the R
sw il m&k&- entially. building also h‘.ﬂm . the new Town Hall was.
thc.@amrr. oday as il did  Town o Orangetown’s  ope ﬁm.-i:! a‘ﬁeﬂﬂlﬁg&‘rmg in
%wm agu, when the  police: Dep a’rfmcm and

Earj plmm,dﬁbqu S town: j;rs'r.’ Cealrt, ‘T‘ﬁrcnm;‘mre ﬂ’ﬁm]
taken. The bufiding 10 evidenced' by the b]ﬁﬂk a8 mows  houses.  thel
the 6f and s a  police car parked oul Sparkill F@sf'*@ﬁicﬁ The
private: house and the  front, and the sign inthe 1930’ vint hoto i
small store in the eenter window, Both remained” Emgr ‘tht: colleetion
‘:.1 glﬂ;}ﬁﬂl’les a;ha‘lf‘ S M B K. =R =

e

c,entutjr iat.ggt
In 1 the rﬂl‘lg.l.l'.iﬁl picture,
I'mush‘d the  Great
:ALJ;ﬁntmlan,d Paﬁi‘fia =
Cqmgany,, TN L
familiacly called . A and
P, which gfpmd the
downtown ol virtually
every village and hamlet
in Rockland herm% the
advqm of moderm super-
markets. While the A and
P is long Eone. from:
3!}&1’](11' (the same JEoods
: y by s
'rcpl_aeeme"m Gallucei’s,
The “Soda’’ sign hanging
out front was-fransferred:
Arom the larger buttdmg-
wn the r:ght in the earier
phl}[ﬂ. andl Aindicaies tiat
ilt= store dispenses Duily ; .
Madison Ice Cream. _ T T e
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executive director of the co
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mmunity and the

driving force in establishing Thorpe Village.

ROLE CHANGES IN CENTURY...

Dominicans
by JoAnn Di Gennaro

They began their work in 1876 with

caring for orphans in a building en

Manhattan's east side. Sincg then, the

members of the Dominican Com-
munity have moved to Sparkill and ex-

panded their services fo. include such

things 4s senior citizen housmng, St
Thomas Aguinas: College. and an art

gallery, They celébrate 'their 100

year anmversary in Rockland ‘Collnty

on dune 19°and leok toward the future
+4n accpmplishing

gdditienal
community seryices.

Thair ficst conyent was sebup on E.
G3rd Street in Manhattan by Madeline
Thorpe in 1876 The Holy' Rosary

senior citizen’s activities, gives a lesson on folk

ary Kiernan, program direcior of

| dancing to residents of Thorpe Village in the
Convent's Nutrition Center.

quietly mark 100th anniversary

Chnvent. as: it was called. was e
building that was set up to proyvide
shelter for homeless women and their

children al a time when the church was-

the only institution to handle such
social services. The Conyent made ils
move to Rockland Copunty and &x-

panded its facilities by purchasing the
Iohnsen Estate in Sparkill to. help ac-

commodate the growing number of or-
phans that had come under their care.

_As times ¢
there was a g

N

housing, and A lesser meed for large

‘childcare institutions - sinte  children

were-being piaced iﬁ-ft‘;ﬁ_fﬁf':ﬁr: l_;':_-::ii‘d

hanged; the Sisters found
_ greal need for othersoeial
seryices such ‘as  education and

honies. As a result, the Sisters con-
centrated’ their atlention . on nEWer
projects;: such as developing S99
Thomas Aguinas College in 1952 and
establishing Thorpe Village. a senior
‘citizen housing community. in. 1974
 The orphan agency finally closed in
1978 and_according to Sisten Ursnia
Joyee, “The different! programs <oil-
‘tinued simultaneousty until there was
a0 need for an' orphan agency
canymore .. i
_St. Thomas Aquinas College was
originatly -designed as & RrEe-yedf
college for teaching ‘sistersy bul jwas

Sgoit expandedllin the 1960's 1o/ifoure
- ear indeoendent, private gallege tHat

is open’ o both men and ‘women
siudents. [t ‘has ‘grown Fromi 200
students in 952" {6 over {3000

students deag’.

“Welre haping to-give the sense that
we'Te. open o meeting: the needs of
people.”, says Sister Joyee in (esponse
1o the reasons for the expansion of

‘theif comprunity services. “There is

ore. emphasis now onseryice. The

vy we'll feel clgser Lo God is in olr
“service: to - olher people.”

The Sisters’ conununity sérvice has

'one Bevond childeare and educatian

and had branched.out to-such things #s

‘housing; oursing; dnd detiprogeams.

Please turn to Page 15




The lake and the tand of
e Dominkean cammuniry
doday. St Agnes Chapel
. stands ini thie' center and
 sections of Thorpe Village
can he seen on the: right.

SL Apnmes Convent as it
stogd  in. 1905, This
Chuilding was s 'as o or-
“phinage’ until 1978 whea
e agdndy closd, 1t owas
later destroyed 1o muke
Eoom far Thorpe Yillage.
“The piclure on the upper
tight hand corner: shows

ke and land that were

the Fake an;
. located nean the 51 Agnes
- Conwent
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THE SENATE
STATE OF NEW YORK/

FLEASE REPLY TO

LINDA WINIKOW ) {1 STATE SENATL
' 06 LEGISLATIVE OF
38T+ DISTRICT 708 L EQFFICE
BUILDING

BECRETARY, DEMOCRATIC CONFERENCE ALBANY, N.Y 12247
CHAIRPERSON, MINORITY TASH FOHCE ON WOMEN'S ISSUES 1618) 4552181
LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION ON CRITICAL TRANSPORTATION CHOICES ST 11 COMMUNITY OFFICE
TRANSPORTATION {RANKING MINORITY MEMBER! ONE BLUE HiLL PLAZA
BANKS PEARL RIVER, N. Y. 10965

ETHICS . 1S4 735-7230
FINANCE

HIGHER EDUCATION
ENERGY

April 13, 1984

Leonard L. Wikstrom, Chairman

- Rockland County Drainage Agency
23 New Hempstead Road

New City, NY 10956

Dear Mr. Wikstrom:

I am in receipt of a copy of a petition that was originally sent to *
you. It is from a group of concerned citizens who live in the area

of the recently deregulated Freshwater Wetland that is. the proposed
site of the Sparkill Glen.

'Their complaint is that the Public Hearing scheduled for May 1, 1984,
is to be held at 2:00 P.M. These people would like to attend this
hearing, and express their concerns. However, most of them work,

and are unable toiwattend. durlng the day. They would prefer that this
hearing be held in the evening, any evening, after 7:30 P.M.

I am in agreement with these residents, and urge you to reconsider
the time for the scheduled hearlng. The purpose of ‘a public hearing
is so that all citizens be given the opportunity to be heard. This

is a right that must be protected in a democratic’ society. If the
hearing is held at a time when no one can attend, then their rights
are being violated. I realize that notice of this hearing has already
been publicized. 1If, for any legal reasons, you must abide by the
publlclzed time, then you should hold another hearing at the time re-
quested by the public. There are a large number of pecple who feel
they are being treated unfairly.

I would appreciate a prompt response to my appeal on behalf of my
constituents.

Yours truly,

LINDA WINIKOW
State Senator

CC: Herb Reisman
Ed Clark




day,

Notice

May 1,

Thambers at

appli-ation
floodplain and provide compensating storage in the floodplain of ths

PUBLIC HEARING

is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held on Tues-

1984,

at

p.m., in the Conference Room of the Legislative

"1 New Hempsiead Road, New City, New York, on the permit

"
number Ba-=1 Ly Sparkill Glen to excavate & por<tion of the
’ J I i

Sparkill Creek.

Controi

cf New York.

Any per

hearing.
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Chairman of the Rockland
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Town of Orangetown

Town Hall ¢ Orangeburg, NY 10962
Telephone: (91°) 359-5100

Roger Pellegrini

Supervisor

November 36, 1993

Historie Area Board 0§ Review
Membens :

Beaty, IT

Chipman

Toan

Watzthenr

Sehopped : §
Tapley

Wittiams, I,

Larkin, Liasion

L Y LI

mng-ot-:ens:

Please fand enctosed, a request grom Lhe Commiflee for Historic
Preservation (J. Choplinski, C. Mouguin, and N. Paronetto,

uéo.), which the Supervisorn's office rneceived on November 22,
1993. )

This nequest 44 being forwarded to your Boand fon review and
comment as s00n as possible.

Sincexely,

secy S B
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November 22,1993

10: Roger Pellegrini
Supervisor, Town of Orangetown

RE: Historic Designation for Rocklsnd Road, Sparkill, New York

FROM: Committee for Histori¢ Designation

Joseph S. Choplinski ~ Laison
Charles Mouquin

Nijole Paronetto, M.D.
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Ro¢kland Road is a winding country lane, heavily wooded, with

large trees throughout the area that have been maintained in
their natural state, '

Prior to 1929, a segment of 9W was Rockland Road.

Presently, Rockland Road extends from 9W on the south, to Ferdon
Avenue on the northern end. Rockland Rosd encompasses eighteen (18)
ome sites, several in excess of ten acres ranging downward to the
minimum of one acre. It is also the edtrance to Tallman State Park
and bordérs 8 good desl of acreage of the park.

Tallman Mountain Park occupies 704 acres of prime real estate overe
looking the Hudson River. It encompasses vast areas of wetlands

that are the spawning grounds for many species of fish. QOne thirgd
of the park area is salt marsh,

The Palisades Interstate Parkway Commission wss specifically cregted
to prevent the destruction of the palisades. On October 11,1928,
Tallman Mountain, cansisting of 164 acreas, wss sppropriated by the ¢
state of New York. The park became very popular and in 1942 three

Commissioners provided private funds to ascquire the additional 540
acreas.

The Docltor Hopson House is located in the woodlands of Tellman
Mountain, It is a picturesque, gracious, French, Italian victorien
mansion with & gazebo and carriage house. Doctor Hopson occupied
this home site from 1850 -« 1874. He was a member of the Rockland

Medical Society and served on the first Bostd of the village of
Piermont.

This house was the home of Marion Swan from 1920 - 1947, when it

was sold to the Palisades Park System to be used as a residence for
park personnel.

1t is a contributing feature of the Palisades Interstate Park
National Historic Landmatk.

In 1865, a residence titled Stonehurst, was constructed for the
Dederer Family. It is in the gothic style having twelve rooms
with thick walls of rough basalt.

Mr. Dederer served Orangetown Government as a Town Clerk, Postmaster
and Supervisaor of Orangetown.

A small gatehouse is still utilized as a residence. The current
occupants of the main house are Doctor Nijole Paronetts and Doctor
Fiorenzo Paronetto.




John W. ferdon,Sr. built e large home on Rockland Road in 1830.
It is now occipied by Mark Umbach,

In 1848, John W. ferdon,Jr., son of J.W. Ferdon, constructed a
home on the road near by. He was a prominent atterney and served
in State Government from 1878 - 1881. The house remained jin the
family until 1902 when it was purchased by Henry Mouquin. four
generations of the Mouquin Family have occupied the premises.
P.J. and Charles Mouquin and family ere presently in residence.

Currently, Jennifer and Michael Shapiro are owners of a home built
in 1790,0n & large tract of land, by a Mr. Kent. It has undergone
sevetal expansions with the original hand hewned beams and three
foot thick brick foundations maintained.

in 1849, Mr. Xent's grendson built a large barn to the rear of this
large tract and in 1859, he constructed a large victorian house
behind the barn. -

When a stock market crash reduced his financial status the msain
house was converted into e hotel 8s 3 summer destination for the
wealthy New Yorkers, named Treelops,and seitved food grown on the
property.

An executive of Cunard Ship Lines purchased the property in 1904.
He restored the main house to an individusl family home.

The homestead and barn are currently owned by Arlene and Mark Rosen.

In discussion with John Scott, Senior Historian of the Historical
Society of Rockland County; Nash Castro, former fxecutive Director
of the Palisades Interstate Park Commission; Bernard Albin, Chair-
man of the Orengetown Architectural Board, the consensus was that
Rockland Road is "Rich in History" and meets the criteria for
Historic Landmark status.

All of the resident owners of Rockland Road are in agreement and
request this designation.

Attached is 8 list of the residents of Rockland Road with their.
signatures, -
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NORMAN SHAFER / ﬁa«]
Rocklend Road e d ,/\)
Sparkill,New York

MAUREEN & ROGER PELLEGRINI ¢

Rockland Road
Sparkill, New York

FRANCES PECLLEGRINI & ANN GRAY
Rockland Road

““~
Sparkill, New York _G:EAM_:QQ:"?_. t

ARLENE & MARK ROSEN
Rockland Road
Spasrkill, New York

RUTH & JO0SEPH CHOPLINSKI
Rockland Road #93
Sparkill, New York

SUSAN & CHRISTOPHER LUKAS
Rockland Road #85
Sparkill, New York

JENNIFER & MICHAEL SHAPIRO
Rockland Road #87
;parkill, New York

MICHELLE & LESLIE GINSBURG
Rockland Road #51
Sparkill, New York

NUALA & ROBERT PELLETIER
Rockland Road #90
Sparkill, New York




KATHERINE & HENRY MINNEROP
Rockland Road ggp
Sparkill, New York

VIRGINIA & ROBERT BARRETT
Rockland Road 70
Sparkill, New York

LUCIA & SALVATORE CARWANA
Rockland Road #4635
Sparkill, New York

*

NIJOLE &% FIORENZQ PARONETTO
Rockland Road #63
Sparkill, New York

PJ & CHARLES MOUQUIN
Rockland Rosd #23
Sparkill, New York

LUCY & DAVID MORTENSEN
Rockland Road #21
Sparkill, New York

JIM RICEAU
Rockland Road #1

 Piermont, New York

MARILYN & ROBERT HEITMAN
Rockland Road ¢20
Piermont, New York

MARK UMBACH
Rockland Road #1
Piermont, New York

OELCEASED
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Commander O'Rourke, Dr. Munson, Legionares and friends., -

Thank you for the invitation to participate &n your program., My research
afforded me an opportunity to delve into the history of our beautiful Rockland
Cemetary and I enjoyed thats

Dr, Eleazar Lord, author, educator, first President of the Erie and builder
of the "castle" over the hill hereydonated 200 acres in 187 for a cemetary which he
hoped and expected would become New York City's principal burying place as soon as

it's passengers them
the Erie began bringlngAfrom the West and transfemng,\"bo the city via fast steamers
from the pier again just over the hill, The Cemetary was officislly opened with
e pomp and circumstence and 1,500 visitors.as described in this clipping from the
New York Tritume of May 31st 1847, ’

"On Monday morning at an early hour a numerous sssemblage departed from our
wharves in the steamers S;.,. Nicholas and James Madison for Piermont on the occasion
of the opening end the dedication of the new and very beautiful Cemetary of Rockland
County, The Company comprized several destinguished guests and other gentlemen,
lsdies and children in great force and as bright and cheerful as ever" As an asside,
it does The John Perry Post honor to see So many destinguished guests and gentlemen
here today and certainly the ladies are as bright and cheerful now ag the werie:::rilmost
120 years ago.

To continue with the Tribunes story " The passage up was somewhat marred by
the damp drizzling atmosphere, but when the Palisades were reached, the clouds cleared
awgy and in the pure free air, dark blue titn and cheerful sunlight of 'bhé‘ upper deep,’
the guests lost all fretfulness and persuaded themselves into a guiet and happy humor,
When however about half the distance was accomplished, the company caused a very fool=-
ish frjight- all crewmding to one side to x®e observe a line of barges, necessarily
careening the boat just sufficiently to do no damage, frgighten the ladies and child-
Ten and dasmpen the ardor of a few in the immediste vicinity of the lower csbin windows!




From snother newspaper account of that same excursion the boat almost did tip over
and it would seem the cemetary almost did a land office business for new grave sites before
it was dedicated. The account after many flowery sppeches on the beaulby of the scene and
a "soft sellf for grave lots concluded with and sgain I Quote" The concluding prayer was then
offered and the visitors were conducted through the grounds to the spacious bording hduse of
Mrs, Lyons where an elegant collation was provided, and though on strictly temperance prin-
ciples, we have rarely seen a company enjoy themselves better or do greater justice to the
numerous good things set before them," For several years Plermont and the cemetary boomed.
Then the Erie recieved a belated charter from New Jersey and ran directly from Suffern to
Jersey City and both the town and the cemetary were left in the backwater of progfess,

In 1880 William Whiton, son in law of Eleazor Lord,& gohn Ferdon among othersf) revived and
rebuilt the cemetary. This activity gainedfincreased recognition tommeE ey and it wes
promoted as the site for The National Cemetary. Both Fremont and Gerringe were burried here
about this time, However the Federal Government had confiscated Robert E. Lee's home !
Arlington during the Civil War and it had been used fro burrial of war dead since 1864.
Its close proximity to Washington and this past history influenced Congress to neme that sitd
S0 much for past Higkpry
as the National Cemetary in 1889, Hpssaanst are here today to write current history.
The gift of this flagpole by the John Perry Post has duel significance; the intrinsic value
of the pole itself and even more important, the symbolization it represents. So let this
flagpole serve as our everyday reminder of those Bonored principles of the Americasn Legio n
we all would do well,to,live with and respect. The Legions purpcoses as described in the
Encylopedis Americana are: 1) To uphold end defend the 8on stition of the United States,
' 2) To maintein law and order 3) to foster and perpetuate a 100% Americenism
e 4} To preserve the Jemories and inkidents of associabions in the great wars.
5) To inculcate a sénce of individual obligation to the Commumity, State and Nation
6) To combat the autocracy of bothe the classes and the masses 7) To make right the
master of might &) To promote Peace and Good will on earth 9)To safegusrd and
transmit to posterity the principals of justice, freedom and democracy and piEE
10) To consecrate and sanctify comradship by dé%'otion to mutual helpfulness,
As & representative of the Sons of the American Revolution whose goals and aims are ded-
icated to similar patriotic and non partisan principals I congratulate you en your choice

of a flagpole as a gift to the cemetary. We thank you gratefully for this gift for it is
the best possible symbol for all these important honored and cherished goals,
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