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Bethany Lutheran Church 
2515 Madison Ave., Burlington, IA   

Phone: (319) 752-3621 
www.bethanyburlington.org 

 

Bethany’s Mission Statement:  Reaching out in Worship, Fellowship, Learning 
and Love – we are God’s people. 

 

We are so glad you chose to worship with us this morning. We hope everyone  
feels welcome as we strive to serve and strengthen each other in faith toward God and in 

love toward all.  Now, as you wait for the service to begin, please relax, enjoy the music, and 
quiet your heart before God. 

 
  

 

http://www.bethanyburlington.org/
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Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
ELW indicates that hymns or liturgy are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship–red hymnal 

 
PRELUDE 

Welcome, Announcements, Celebration Bank 

(money given to Human Concerns Fund) 

We Gather to Acknowledge God’s Presence 
 
(Please stand)  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ 

Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
 
(Please stand)   
OPENING HYMN “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”       ELW Hymn 807 
   

GREETING   
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie
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Hymn of Praise 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P:  Let us pray. 
C: O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

We Listen to God’s Word 

(Please be seated) 
FIRST READING           Amos 7:7-15 
7 This is what [the Lord GOD] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built 
with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the LORD said to me, “Amos, 
what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, 
 “See, I am setting a plumb line 
  in the midst of my people Israel; 
  I will never again pass them by; 
 9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
  and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
  and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
  10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, 
“Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land 
is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said, 
 ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
  and Israel must go into exile 
  away from his land.’ ” 
12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your 
bread there, and prophesy there; 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the 
king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 
  14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am 
a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15 and the LORD took me from 
following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ ” 
 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM               Psalm 85:8-13 
 L: I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 

   for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn  
their hearts to you. 

C: Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
L: Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
C: Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
L: The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
C: Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway.  

 
 
SECOND READING                  Ephesians 1:3-14 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 
to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished 
on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his 
counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might 
live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8 

(Please stand) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 P: The Gospel according to Mark the 6th chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord 
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GOSPEL      Mark 6:14-29 
14 King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ 
name had become known. Some were saying, “John the 
baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason 
these powers are at work in him.” 15 But others said, “It is 
Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the 
prophets of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, 
whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 
  17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound 
him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18 For John had 
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your 
brother’s wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him, and 
wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he 
protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; 
and yet he liked to listen to him. 21 But an opportunity came 
when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers 
and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22 When his daughter 
Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his 
guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you 
wish, and I will give it.” 23 And he solemnly swore to her, 
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my 
kingdom.” 24 She went out and said to her mother, “What should 
I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the 
baptizer.” 25 Immediately she rushed back to the king and 
requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.” 26 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of 
regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to 
refuse her. 27 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard 
with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in 
the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the 
girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples 
heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a 
tomb. 
 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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(Please be seated) 

SERMON      Pastor Brian Palmer 
 
 
(Please stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY              “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                 ELW Hymn 656 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED (unison)  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. * 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

(Please Stand) 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  

P: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  

 
 
(Please be seated) 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Each petition concludes: 

P: In your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
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We Share in the Holy Meal 
(Please stand 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

 …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
 
(Please be seated)  
LAMB OF GOD  
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DISTRIBUTION BY INDIVIDUAL GLASSES 
(Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.) 

All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament are invited to commune. Children who 
do not commune are welcome to come for a blessing. You will be given a wafer. The glasses of dark 
liquid are wine; the middle ring is juice. There is a bowl of water if you would like to remember your 
baptism. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN    “Just a Closer Walk With Thee”    ELW Hymn 697 
  
(Please stand) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P: Lord, God, you gave your Son, both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the 

Godly life.  Enable us to receive Him always with thanksgiving, and to 
conform our lives to His; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING    

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN “Thy Strong Word”              ELW Hymn 511 
 
THE DISMISSAL   

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

************************ 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress SundaysandSeasononline.com license #25124 

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Lector:   Ron Kastner 
Usher: Susan Swanson 
Communion: Mark Rosenberg; Rachel Lindeen 
Greeters: Dan & Julie Wischmeier 
Missionary Support: Open 
Altar Flowers: Lynda Johnson-In Honor of Grandson, Brody’s 25th 

Birthday 
Remember in prayer: Marian Chaddock, Jim & Bev Felland, Genieve Hingst 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

A Cry Room for infants is available up the stairs and to the right. 
There are Kids Celebrate children’s bulletins available for youngsters 
 who’d like to have their own reference to the lessons for this week. 

Ask our usher for help. 
 

Please join us for coffee and donuts in the fellowship  
hall following the worship service.  We would like to 

get to know you and offer our friendship. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 
 Today: Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
  Welcome Brian Palmer! 
  9:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
  10:55 a.m. Lutheran Church of Hope Service 
 Friday: Ragbrai Team arrives in back end parking lot.  
 Saturday: 8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
 Next Sunday: Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
  Guest Speaker: Bob Bartles 
  9:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
  10:15 a.m. Ukrainian Refugee info short meeting 
  10:15 a.m. Ice Cream Social Meeting 
  10:55 a.m. Lutheran Church of Hope Service  
 
JULY 21 GUEST SPEAKER: BOB BARTLES 
On Sunday, July 21, Bethany will host a guest speaker, Bob Bartles, to speak 
about Ukrainian refugees looking to escape the war in their home country.  Several 
families have relocated to the Burlington area thanks to the efforts of area 
organizers and community members. The Bethany Outreach committee would like 
to offer the kindness and love of our church and are already active in assisting a 
family. We have a list of items that are needed to help, and would like to tell you 
more about what we're doing in a short meeting at 10:15 that day in the library. 
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ICE CREAM SOCIAL SIGN-UP SHEETS 
There are 2 sign up sheets out for the Ice Cream Social!  1 is for bringing items for 
the Ice Cream Social and the other is to help on the day of the Ice Cream Social.  
Please stop at the long table to the right of the sanctuary doors to sign up for your 
choosing! 
 
SAFE TRAVELS! 
As you know, Pastor Misha and Bruce, as well as Aaron Morehead, will be attending 
the Youth Gathering this week in New Orleans!  Pray for them for a safe trip!  Pastor 
Misha and Bruce will return by Monday, July 22. 
 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL SIGNS 
If you have an Ice Cream Social yard sign from last year, please pick up a new date 
sticker for your yard sign. See Bill Mundt. Thank you! 

CHURCH OUTREACH DONATIONS 
July donations will be Cereal!  Please place your donations in the cart in the foyer.  
Thank you, everyone for your generosity! 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

2515 Madison Ave., Burlington, IA Phone: (319) 752-3621 
www.bethanyburlington.org 

 
Pastor Misha’s contact info: 412-628-6382; 

damisha.mcfarlandpollock@gmail.com 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~    

Our Staff 

Rev. Misha McFarland-Pollock  Pastor 
Cory Byrne Organist/Choir Director 
Kim Engle Stephen Minister Coordinator 
Wendy Bell Office Administrator 
Michelle Huppenbauer   Financial Secretary 
Pam Crable Custodian 


