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Bethany Lutheran Church 
2515 Madison Ave., Burlington, IA   

Phone: (319) 752-3621 
www.bethanyburlington.org 

 

Bethany’s Mission Statement:  Reaching out in Worship, Fellowship, Learning 
and Love – we are God’s people. 

 

We are so glad you chose to worship with us this morning. We hope everyone  
feels welcome as we strive to serve and strengthen each other in faith toward God and in 

love toward all.  Now, as you wait for the service to begin, please relax, enjoy the music, and 
quiet your heart before God. 

 
  

 

http://www.bethanyburlington.org/
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Reformation Sunday 
ELW indicates that hymns or liturgy are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship–red hymnal 

 
PRELUDE 

Welcome, Announcements, Celebration Bank 

(money given to Human Concerns Fund) 

We Gather to Acknowledge God’s Presence 
 
(Please stand)  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
C: Amen. 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war 
within us cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make 
distinctions among ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the 
suffering last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us 
with grace in time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

P: God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. 

By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

the source of eternal healing, your sins are forgiven. 
C: Amen. 

 
(Please stand)   
OPENING HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”       ELW Hymn 504 
   

GREETING   
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 



 3 

Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P:  Let us pray. 
C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews 

the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 
Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Choir Anthem:               “Clap Your Hands” 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
(Please be seated) 
FIRST READING                Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                     Psalm 46 
L: God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 
C: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
though its waters rage and foam, 
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

L: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 

C: God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
God shall help it at the break of day. 

L: The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
C: The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
L: Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth;   
 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
C: “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
L: The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
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SECOND READING                Romans 3:19-28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.  
 
 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart 
from works prescribed by the law. 
 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
(Please stand) 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
 P: The Gospel according to John the 8th chapter.  
 C: Glory to you, O Lord 
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GOSPEL      John 8:31-36 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you 
continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They 
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have 
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You 
will be made free’?” 
 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a 
permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

L: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 
(Please be seated) 

SERMON      Pastor Misha McFarland-Pollock 
 
 
(Please stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY               “Savior of the Nations Come”               ELW Hymn 263 
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We Respond to God’s Word 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED (unison)  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. * 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

(Please Stand) 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  

P: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.  

 
 
(Please be seated) 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Each petition concludes: 

P: God of Grace, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 



 11 

We Share in the Holy Meal 
(Please stand) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
 …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
(Please be seated)  
LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION BY INDIVIDUAL GLASSES 
(Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.) 

All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament are invited to commune. Children who 
do not commune are welcome to come for a blessing. You will be given a wafer. The glasses of dark 
liquid are wine; the middle ring is juice. There is a bowl of water if you would like to remember your 
baptism. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN    “Amazing Grace”    ELW Hymn 779 
 “My Life Flows On In Endless Song” ELW Hymn 763 
  
(Please stand) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P: Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your 

table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING    

 P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN   “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”          ELW Hymn 509 
 
THE DISMISSAL   

P: Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
************************ 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress SundaysandSeasononline.com license #25124 
Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress  
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Lector:   Judy Craven 
Usher: Susan Swanson 
Communion: Mike Hopp; Julie Wischmeier 
Greeters:   Marlys McClurg; Vanette Wooldridge 
Missionary Support: Open 
Altar Flowers: Lynda Johnson-In Honor of Rosemary Foster’s 89th 

Birthday! 
Remember in prayer: Marian Chaddock; Jim & Bev Felland; Geneive Hingst 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

A Cry Room for infants is available up the stairs and to the right. 
There are Kids Celebrate children’s bulletins available for youngsters 
 who’d like to have their own reference to the lessons for this week. 

Ask our usher for help. 
 

Please join us for coffee and donuts in the fellowship  
hall following the worship service.  We would like to 

get to know you and offer our friendship. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 
 Today: Reformation Sunday 
  Joint Service with Messiah @ Bethany 
  8:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
  9:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
  10:15 a.m. Adult Education 
  10:55 a.m. Lutheran Church of Hope Service 

 Thursday: Office Closed: Wendy Out of Office 
  9:30 a.m. Bible Study @ Messiah Lutheran Church 

 Next Sunday: All Saints Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
  10:15 a.m. Church Outreach 
  10:55 a.m. Lutheran Church of Hope Service  
 
TRUNK OR TREAT @ MESSIAH! 
Today is the day for Trunk or Treat at Messiah!  Trunk or Treat will run from 4pm-
5pm today, Sunday, October 27!  Participants do not need to sign up beforehand, 
just be parked in the row closest to the church by 3:30p.m. to decorate your trunks 
and get your candy ready! Any kind of candy is fine, 250+ is the suggested amount 
of candy to pass out to all the little ghouls & goblins!  Come join in the fun, it will 
be a ghoul of a time!   
 
HAT AND MITTEN TREE 
The hat and mitten tree is now up!  Please bring hat and mittens in to donate to 
children in need to stay warm this fall and winter!  Thank you for your generosity! 
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BICYCLE DRIVE 
You may have noticed the red envelopes in the pews!  Our Annual Bicycle Drive has 
started!  To donate, just pick up a red envelope with the bicycle on it, place your 
donation inside and drop in the offering plate on Sunday!  Last day to donate for 
the Bike Drive is November 24! Thank you for your generosity! 
 
OUTREACH FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS 
For October the donations are canned goods!  Thank you, everyone, for your 
generosity! 

BIBLE STUDY! 
Every Thursday, Bible Study will be held @ Messiah Lutheran Church @ 9:30am in 
the Conference Room! Please, come and join us! 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

2515 Madison Ave., Burlington, IA Phone: (319) 752-3621 
www.bethanyburlington.org 

 
Pastor Misha’s contact info: 412-628-6382; 

damisha.mcfarlandpollock@gmail.com 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~    

Our Staff 

Rev. Misha McFarland-Pollock  Pastor 
Cory Byrne Organist/Choir Director 
Kim Engle Stephen Minister Coordinator 
Wendy Bell Office Administrator 
Michelle Huppenbauer   Financial Secretary 
Pam Crable Custodian 


