Day of Prayer -Prayers Suggested
COVID-19
God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we continue
to face uncertainties around coronavirus. Give wisdom and persistence to those working
to produce a safe and effective vaccine. Protect the most vulnerable among us,
especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity
to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk.
Guide us as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families,
congregations, workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not
with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with
us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Time of conflict, crisis, disaster
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. Where
anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance. Where impossibilities
close every door and window, grant imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists
our thinking, grant healing and illumination. Where spirits are daunted and weakened,
grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams. All these things we ask in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 76)

The neglected
Almighty and most merciful God, we call to mind before you all whom it is easy to forget:
those who are homeless, destitute, sick, isolated, and all who have no one to care for
them. May we bring help and healing to those who are broken in body or spirit, that they
may have comfort in sorrow, company in loneliness, and a place of safety and warmth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 79)

Those in affliction
Lord Christ, you came into the world as one of us, and suffered as we do. As we go
through the trials of life, help us to realize that you are with us at all times and in all
things; that we have no secrets from you; and that your loving grace enfolds us for
eternity. In the security of your embrace we pray. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 84)

The chronically ill and those who support them
Loving God, your heart overflows with compassion for your whole creation. Pour out
your Spirit on all people living with illness for which there is no cure, as well as their
families and loved ones. Help them to know that you claim them as your own and
deliver them from fear and pain; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 85)

Caregivers and others who support the sick
God, our refuge and strength, our present help in time of trouble, care for those who
tend the needs of [the sick]/[ name/s ]. Strengthen them in body and spirit. Refresh them
when weary; console them when anxious; comfort them in grief; and hearten them in
discouragement. Be with us all, and give us peace at all times and in every way;
through Christ our peace.
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 85)

Health care providers
Merciful God, your healing power is everywhere about us. Strengthen those who work
among the sick; give them courage and confidence in all they do. Encourage them
when their efforts seem futile or when death prevails. Increase their trust in your power
even to overcome death and pain and crying. May they be thankful for every sign of
health you give, and humble before the mystery of your healing grace; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 85)

Natural disasters
Gracious God, your word of peace stills the storms that rage in our world. Bring hope to
places that have experienced devastation. Bring comfort to those who grieve the loss of
loved ones and property. Let your love be known through those who work to bring order
in the chaos. Help us to shoulder the burden of suffering, and make us bearers of the
hope that is your healing gift in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. (From
sundaysandseasons.com)

Flood, hurricane, storm
Loving God, we come to you trusting in your mercy and knowing that your steadfast
love endures forever. Look with mercy on those who are harmed or displaced
by floodwaters, wind, water, fire, __________. Give them your strength to meet the
days ahead, your peace, which surpasses all understanding, and renewed hope for
restoration and rebuilding. Move in those who are able to give aid, that we may be your
hands and heart on earth. Be with all who offer assistance; may your Spirit uphold them.
As you have made water a sign of your kingdom, and of cleansing and rebirth, grant
your people vision to see new life on the other side of disaster. To you be given all
honor and praise, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. (From
sundaysandseasons.com)

Schools
O God, source of all goodness: we give you thanks for the gift of reason and the
opportunity for education. Bless our schools and their administrators, that they may be
places of learning and safety where teachers challenge the minds and nurture the
hearts of students. Grant that teachers and students may work together in mutual
respect and find joy in the challenges of academic life; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. (From sundaysandseasons.com)

Teachers
God of wisdom, your Son came among us as a teacher. Send your blessing on all who
are engaged in the work of education: give them clearness of vision and freshness of
thought, and enable them so to train the hearts and minds of their students that they
may grow in wisdom and be prepared to face the challenges of life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. (From sundaysandseasons.com)

The care of children
Almighty God, with a mother’s love and a father’s care you have blessed us with the joy
and responsibility of children. As we bring them up, give us gracious love, calm
strength, and patient wisdom, that we may teach them to love whatever is just and true
and good, following the example of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
(From sundaysandseasons.com)

For Unity
Holy Trinity, one God, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in
your own divine life. Make us, who came from many nations with many languages, a
united people that delights in our many different gifts. Defend our liberties, and give
those whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, that there might be
justice and peace in our land. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our sovereign and
our Savior. (From sundaysandseasons.com)

National distress
Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is steadfast and
your strength never fails. In this time of danger and trouble, be to us a sure guardian
and rock of defense. Guide the leaders of our nation with your wisdom, comfort those in
distress, and grant us courage and hope to face the future; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 76)

Responsible citizenship
Lord God, you call your people to honor those in authority. Help us elect trustworthy
leaders, participate in wise decisions for our common life, and serve our neighbors in
local communities. Bless the leaders of our land, that we may be at peace among
ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth; through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. (From sundaysandseasons.com)

Those in civil authority
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, bless the public servants, including police officers,
postal workers, government officials and all who serve in the government of this
state/province/city/town ________, that they may do their work in a spirit of wisdom,
charity, and justice. Help them use their authority to serve faithfully and to promote our
common life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship,
p. 77, adapted)

Social justice
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may move every human heart; that the
barriers dividing us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; and that,
with our divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. (From sundaysandseasons.com)

Our enemies
Gracious God, your Son called on you to forgive his enemies while he was suffering
shame and death. Lead our enemies and us from prejudice to truth; deliver them and us
from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in your good time enable us all to stand
reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. (From
sundaysandseasons.com)

Church Leadership
Ever-living God, strengthen and sustain pastors, deacons, bishops, seminary students,
lay leaders, church council members, and all who serve your church,
[especially name/s ]; that with patience and understanding they may love and care for
your people. Grant that together they may follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
(From sundaysandseasons.com, adapted)

