Deeds and Opportunities
Brentwood Community United Methodist Church
809 Second Street, Brentwood CA 94513
Office: (925) 634-3093

U Hyesung Lee, Pastor U
Website: Brentwoodumc.org
Betty Gaughan, Editor: partgone@sbcglobal.net
Facebook:
Brentwood Community United Methodist Church

SEPTEMBER 2018
All Church Breakfast
Sunday, September 16th
9:00 am ~ 10:15 am
Hot Pancakes and Syrup
Scrambled Eggs and Sausage
Fresh Fruit
Coffee and Juice
Provided by the
United Methodist Men

September 12 at 6:30 pm
Brentwood City Park
Brentwood Center for Inspired Living
Invites you to

Enjoy a brief program, inspiring music,
And a candle light walk through
Downtown Brentwood
Candles Provided

2018 September Worship Schedule
SUNDAY

Scriptures
& Sermon theme

Fifteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
September 2, 2018

Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

WORSHIP ACTS /
OTHER ACCTIVITIES
▪ Holy Communion
▪ Choir resumes with inspiring songs

▪ 151th Church Anniversary
Sixteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
September 9, 2018

▪ Guest Preacher: Rev. John McLaughlin
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 ▪ Special music from choir
Mark 7:24-37
▪ New Members Orientation ① at 12 pm in Quiet Room
▪ Youth Orientation and Potluck: Noon – 1:30 pm in
Sunday School Room

Seventeenth Sunday
after Pentecost
September 16, 2018

Eighteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
September 23, 2018

Proverbs 1:20-33
Mark 8:27-38

Proverbs 31:10-31
Mark 9:30-37

Nineteenth Sunday
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
after Pentecost
Mark 9:38-50
September 30, 2018

▪ All Church Breakfast: 9 am in Fellowship Hall;
All are invited!
▪ New Members Orientation ② at 12 pm in Quiet Room
▪ SPRC (Staff-Parish Relations Committee) at 1 pm in
Quiet Room
▪ 5:30pm – 7 pm MTJ (Middle School)
▪ 7:30pm – 9 pm YAHS (Young Adults and High School)
▪ OPEN DISCUSSION: RECONCILING MINISTRY
and THE BIBLE: noon, Fireside Room
▪ 5:30pm – 7 pm MTJ (Middle School)
▪ 7:30pm – 9 pm YAHS (Young Adults and High School)
▪ Creative Worship Team: noon in Quiet Rm
▪ 5:30pm – 7 pm MTJ (Middle School)
▪ 7:30pm – 9 pm YAHS (Young Adults and High School)

WORSHIP MINISTERS FOR SEPTEMBER
Sunday

Acolyte

Crucifer

Accompanist

9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23
9/30

Abby Scott
Audrey Dunn
Robin van Ruitan
Maeci Scott
Kaela Scott

Christian Belino
Jamie Feldermann
Zeke Canonica
Kaela Scott
Christian Belino

Lugh Baxter
Pat Solero
Lugh Baxter
Pat Solero
Lugh Baxter

† Pastor’s Letter †
Dear Friends in Ministry
Why did God ever call His people in this area 151 years ago to be the Church? Why have so many people
answered the Call and preserved the life of Brentwood Community United Methodist Church for the last 151
years?
Church in the original language (Greek) is ekklésia, which literally means “people called out from” and implies
“People called out from the world to God.” We have been called out by God to do God’s transformational work.
It is not “we” who can bring transformation to the world. It is God who transforms us and our society. That is
why God continues to call out His people and try to bring closer the gap between the world and God’s vision.
We have noticed a “gap,” a significant one in our community, especially in our Christian community. Some
Christians say “Homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching!” and “A Christian Church should not
fly a rainbow flag!” On the other hand, a 15 year old transgender kid said in one of our OPEN DISCUSSIONs,
“How can you say you are a Christian and say that you do not welcome a person like me?” This kid was the one
who spoke up during our time for joys and concerns on our 4th Anniversary of Reconciling Congregation
Celebration Worship Service, saying “I am so grateful to God that I can belong to a loving and open church like
BCUMC.” We are definitely a minority in this matter in our community. Because of this gap, God has called us
to be God’s Church at this time right here in our community.
I am so grateful to our Reconciling Ministry Team, its sub-committee on Safe Space and 5 volunteers who have
committed their time, gifts and talents for the work of Safe Space. The guideline for Safe Space says: “Safe
space is a positive, affirming psychological and emotional environment, which encourages the kind of open and
honest expression that allows participants to be themselves. Safe space is an atmosphere free from fear of
judgment and encouraging of self-efficacy, so that even in the midst of challenge, growth can take place.” The
five volunteers will provide an open gathering for LGBTQ plus high school kids once a month beginning in this
fall. They will get trainings for the work of this ministry. Let us all get on board with prayers, supportive
presence (spiritual and physical) and financial aid. It is not their ministry but OUR MINISTRY and GOD’S
MINISTRY all together! May God bless our Safe Space ministry with joyful gatherings, meaningful
fellowships and growing experiences!
Gratefully and joyfully,

Your Pastor, Hyesung Lee

Let Us Pray for the Following Members and Friends of BCUMC!
(This list is provided by our Congregational Care Network of Brentwood Community UMC.
If you want to add names or make any change in this list,
please contact Linda Barnhill at 634-8521 or Michael Ann Honea at 516-9541)
For Homebound: Barbara Bonnickson, Lou Bronzan, Cliff Fortner, Joyce Heflin, Diana Easley
Prayer Chain: Fred Schults, Diana Easley, Galen Tidrick, Bev Hendrix, Gabriel Carpenter,
Mike Logan, Bob Clarke, Donna Baker, John D Moore, Jerry Walton,
Heather (Larry Schaffer’s stepdaughter),
Larry Schaffer, Eddy (Rosemary Wood’s friend),

We pray for you and your care-givers that God may fill you every day
with strength, faith, love and peace!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PRAYER
Continues to welcome anyone who would like to sit in the sanctuary
for a time of prayer. You may stay as long as you want
between 6:00 and 7:00 pm! Candles will be provided for those who wish
to light a candle for someone or for some causes. You may leave your
prayer request in the basket for which the prayer team will pray!

Special Offering for Fire Victims
in the Whole Month of September
Please Join in Collecting Special Offering for Fire Victims! You may give
your donations anytime in September. Make checks payable to B.C.U.M.C.
(Brentwood Community United Methodist Church) and write “For Fire
Victims” in the memo line. If you want to send your check by mail, send it to
BCUMC, 809 Second Street, Brentwood, CA 94513 by the end of September. This will help the CaliforniaNevada Conference to respond quickly to immediate needs and to partner with UMCOR (United Methodist
Committee on Relief) for both emergency and long-term recovery. Our Conference has benefited tremendously
from UMCOR in response to natural disasters with the bounds of the Conference.

SCHOOL
5. Don Barnhill
7. Scott Stirling
10. Tom Johnson
12. Bryan Webb
15. Judy Gerry
16. Charlene Dobson
15. Riley Clarke
17. Tuck Tennant
19. Jeffry Zamjahn
20. Ivy Caruso
20. Gabriel Clarke
20. Kathie Gullizia
21. Beverly Johnson
22. Kyle Schults

September – time to go back to school
I got my pencils – think I’m cool.
And God says: “Remember me
Just keep close – and you’ll be free.
No need to fret –or be the fool
For life itself – is a school.
More to learn – there’s always time
Just keep close – and you’ll be fine.”
Guard my heart, God – be my rule
As I move along through school.
© Joe Kick - 2018

!
9. Joy and Joe Kick
16. Beverly and Martin Tucker
22. Valerie and Doug Umana
27. Joyce and Myron Sorenson

MEN’S BREAKFAST

WANTED!

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH - 8:00 AM

BCUMC Fellowship Hall
All men are invited to breakfast.
Come and Join in a great breakfast and fellowship.
Heart-healthy food to be included.
We will meet SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1st
Bring a friend. His breakfast is free!
Call Dave Funk, 925-997-5018
with any questions

a “real” horseshoe game
to borrow for a Voyagers
Western Party on Saturday,
October 13th.
Please contact Beverly Tucker
at 779-1659 or
Katie Moore at 392-8765.

THE CHOIR ROBES ARE CLEAN!
Big news from the Fireside Room, everyone! The choir robes have all been
dry cleaned and freshly pressed. A big thank you to Shirley Gray and Diane Lee
who helped me go through the robes to find spots and stains, and any needed
repairs. I appreciate my husband Dave who carried the robes to my car, into and
out of the dry cleaners, and then back into the closet in the Fireside Room.
The Music Committee received a generous donation from Cheryl
Breitenbucher to help us pay for the cost of cleaning the robes and all of us
appreciate her so much!
Blessings, JoAnn

THE UPPER ROOM – SMALL GROUP
The September/October issue of The Upper Room is now available
and can be found in the Fellowship Hall. If you don’t already have a
subscription to The Upper Room, please feel free to take a copy to enjoy.
Please consider joining our small group on Sunday mornings at 9:30am in
the Quiet Room to discuss what moved you, got you thinking, etc. from the
devotions read during the week. This is a low-key, no pressure, come when
you can group; a time of fellowship to discuss the devotionals.
I hope you’ll join us on Sundays at 9:30am in the Quiet Room. If
you have any questions, please contact Heidi Stark at 925-216-4709 or
hstark@cobaltc.com.

FINANCE
Thank you everyone for your commitment to the ministry here at BCUMC this summer. Our income
usually runs lean during the summer months when everyone takes vacation, which makes it difficult to keep up
on church expenses. This summer we have been able to pay all bills on time. We did have a $1,259 shortfall in
July, but thanks to the overage in June, we were able to cover that amount. Our monthly budget of $16,392 is
substantial, but through the faithfulness of our members and friends, we continue to nurture our church
community here in Brentwood.
Thank you for all you do!
Jerry Walton, Finance Chair

OPEN DISCUSSION
RECONCILING MINISTRY and THE BIBLE
12:00 pm Sunday September 23, 2018 in Fireside Room
Please join us if you want to learn how to respond to a question like “How can a Christian Church fly a
rainbow flag on the church building?” “How can a Christian fully support the life of Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual,
Transgender, Queer, plus?” “Isn’t Homosexuality an abomination?” etc. We will read the Bible together and
discuss this issue deeply. Pastor Hyesung Lee will lead the group discussion. Come with open minds and
listening hearts!

STEWARDSHIP – HOW MUCH TIME DO YOU HAVE?
God gives us each 168 hours a week—no more, no less. Of that you know how much of your time is
discretionary. How much of your discretionary time will you dedicate to the Lord’s work?
Here is a suggestion for calculating your

“TITHABLE TIME.”
Mon-Fri

24
hours

Sleep=
8 hrs

Work=
10 hrs

“Available”=
6 hrs

x5 days=30 hours

Sat/Sun

24
hours

Sleep=
8 hrs

Commitments=
6 hrs

“Available”=
10 hrs

x2 days= 20 hours

•
•
•
•

Total 50 hours/week “Available” time
10% of 50 hours = 5 hours/week
5% of 50 hours = 2.5 hours/week
2% of 50 hours = 1 hour/week

The time you spend in service to God is between God and you. Any time helping others
provides greater strength in ourselves and a closer relationship with God. There are many ways
to serve—some require a greater commitment, but they all serve the same goal: supporting
God’s message to mankind.
Jerry Walton, Finance Chair

We kicked off Sunday School on August 5 for the Pre-5th grade children. We started off by studying Creation.
We are excited for all the great things this year has in store from our awesome lessons and outside of church
activities including another Downtown Date at the Delta. Please look to our giving tree throughout the year for
anything our Sunday School classes might need. Right now, snack items would be greatly appreciated!
The middle school group, otherwise known as MTJ, and the young adult/high school group, also known as
YAHS started meeting on August 19th. MTJ meets from 5:30-7:00pm in the Youth Room/Fellowship Hall &
YAHS meets from 7:30-9:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. The youth event calendar is tentatively finalized (based
on youth and chaperone availability) and is available online on our website brentwoodumc.org.
Our Youth Families Potluck & Orientation will be September 9th from 12:00pm-1:30pm.
Please bring a dish to share.
Rebecca Feldermann ~ BCUMC Youth Director

NEW MEMBERS ORIENTATION
September 9 and 16 from 12 pm to 1 pm
In the Quiet Room (behind the choir room/fireside room)
You are invited to this orientation if you want to (1) join our church as a committed member or
2) just learn more about our church. This orientation will include (1) sharing of faith journeys;
(2) United Methodist Church Beliefs and Mission; and (3) our B.C.U.M. church mission.
If you are interested, please let the pastor know by contacting her at 925-303-9339 (cell) or
hslee3@gmail.com. Or you may just show up! This time is always very enjoyable and spiritual.

To my BCUMC family,
Thank you so much for
celebrating my big 100th with a
wonderful cake and flowers, too.
I am grateful to be a part of
this congregation. Bless you all!
Ethel B.

Statement of Inclusion:
Brentwood Community United Methodist Church is a
welcoming and reconciling congregation,
affirming its ministry with the whole family of God
regardless of age, race, ethnic origin, economic situation,
gender identity, sexual orientation or marital status.
Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño
El Camino Real District Superintendent: Rev. Schuyler Rhoads
Pastor: Hyesung Lee ✞ Lay Leader: Julius Lukacs
Secretary: Debra Urzua
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