SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
July 12, 2020  9:00 am
OUTDOOR SERVICE AT WALTON PARK in OAKDALE, MN

“A sower went out to sow . . . ”
____________________________________ GATHERING ____________________________________

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love.
C Amen.
P Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Eternal God our creator,
C in you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands.
Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.
By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
1

P Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us.
In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we were still sinners;
and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins.
C Amen

HYMN

“For the Beauty of the Earth”

For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies: Refrain

For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above;
for all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain

Refrain
Christ, our God, to you we raise this our sacrifice of praise.
For yourself, best gift divine
to the world so freely giv’n;
agent of God’s grand design,
peace on earth and joy in heav’n: Refrain

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
a Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help
us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
___________________________ SERVICE

FIRST READING
1

OF THE WORD ___________________________

Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of
death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the
flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according
to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set
their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind
on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is

life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on
the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.
9
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit,
since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from
the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.
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HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
18

“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When
anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the
path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the
one who hears the word and immediately receives it
with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises
on account of the word, that person immediately falls
away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the
one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is
the one who hears the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold,
in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
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That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat
beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to
sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and
the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of
soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and
since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought
forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!”

SERMON
SONG

“No Matter What”
Chorus: No matter what, no matter what may come.
No matter what may come I will not let you go.

APOSTLES’ CREED
a I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

OFFERING
While we cannot offer our gifts in worship, we can still support the ministry of our
congregation with our treasures. Please remember to mail in your offering or make
your offering online. Click on the DONATE link on the front page of our website to make
a one-time or an ongoing contribution.

PRAYERS

(Response to each petition)
P Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
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LORD’S PRAYER
a Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING
P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.

HYMN

“Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”

Sent forth by God's blessing,
our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The worship is ended.
Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ's teaching,
receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,
your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.
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