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O love, how deep, how broad,
how high, it fills the heart with
ecstasy, that God, the Son of God,
should take our mortal
form for mortals’ sake!
For us baptized, for us he
bore his holy fast and hungered
sore, for us temptation sharp
he knew; for us the
tempter overthrew.
For us he prayed; for us he taught;
for us his daily works he wrought;
by words and signs and
actions thus still seeking
not himself, but us.
All glory to our Lord and God
for love so deep, so high, so broad:
the Trinity whom we adore,
forever and forevermore.

+ Opening Prayer
Wedding of Cana
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Loving Creator,
Who with tenderness and care,
Created good life
from the mud of existence:
We come to You, receptive,
Like jars that are empty,
lacking, tired
Of so many hollow rites.

We come to you,
Loving artisan of history,
Open to the mystery of life,
To the gesture of
solidarity of your Son,
Which gives hope
and joy to poor people,
Those who stubbornly
celebrate love,
Even knowing the fragility
of day-to-day life
And the precariousness of their
celebrations.
But we are confident,
Like a mother who knows the love
her son has for all,
And we are carriers
of that same Spirit.
The one that moves us to mercy,
Recreating and
transforming everything,
So that the celebration of life,
In which all can dance with joy,
Does not end.
May the Lord make it so. Amen.

The Peace of Christ
FORMED
Act of Praise

In the Bleak Midwinter
Gustave Holst, arr. Albin C. Whitworth

Sanctuary Choir
Michael Sauer, director

In the bleak midwinter,
frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
water like a stone;
Snow had fallen,
snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him,
nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away
when He comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter
a stable place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty,
Jesus Christ.

What can I give Him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd,
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man,
I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give Him:
give my heart.

Scripture Lesson
I John 1:1-4

We announce to you what existed
from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we have seen and our
hands handled, about the word of
life. The life was revealed, and
we have seen, and we testify and
announce to you the eternal life
that was with the Father and was
revealed to us. What we have seen
and heard, we also announce it to
you so that you can have fellowship
with us. Our fellowship is with
the Father and with his Son, Jesus
Christ. We are writing these things
so that our joy can be complete.

+ Hymn of Preparation
He Came Down
TFWS 2085

Congregation with Anna Ridnour,
guitar & Tom Mackey, percussion

Why did he come?
He came down
that we may have love;
He came down
that we may have love;
He came down
that we may have love;
Hallelujah for evermore.
Why did he come?
He came down
that we may have peace;
He came down
that we may have peace;
He came down
that we may have peace;
Hallelujah for evermore.

Why did he come?
He came down
that we may have joy;
He came down
that we may have joy;
He came down
that we may have joy;
Hallelujah for evermore.

+ Gospel Lesson
John 2:1-11

On the third day there was a
wedding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus’
mother was there, and Jesus and his
disciples were also invited to the
celebration. When the wine ran out,
Jesus’ mother said to him, “They
don’t have any wine.”
Jesus replied, “Woman, what does
that have to do with me? My time
hasn’t come yet.”
His mother told the servants, “Do
whatever he tells you.” Nearby were
six stone water jars used for the
Jewish cleansing ritual, each able to
hold about twenty or thirty gallons.
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the
jars with water,” and they filled
them to the brim. Then he told them,
“Now draw some from them and
take it to the headwaiter,” and they
did. The headwaiter tasted the water
that had become wine.
He didn’t know where it came
from, though the servants who
had drawn the water knew.
The headwaiter called the groom
and said, “Everyone serves the
good wine first. They bring out the
second-rate wine only when the
guests are drinking freely. You kept
the good wine until now.” This was
the first miraculous sign that Jesus
did in Cana of Galilee.
He revealed his glory,
and his disciples believed in him.

Sermon
+ Response to the Word
The Nicene Creed
UMH 880

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand
of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the
Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through
the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the
resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of the People

Offering Invitation
Offertory

He Came Down
J. Bert Carlson

+ Doxology

Praise God,
from Whom All Blessings Flow
UMH 94
Praise God, from whom all
blessings flow; praise God,
all creatures here below: Alleluia!
Alleluia! Praise God, the source
of all our gifts! Praise Jesus
Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

+ Prayer of Thanksgiving
Almighty God,
. Most merciful and gracious,
.
Of whose bounty
we have all received,
.
Accept this offering
of your people.
Remember in your love
those who have brought it
. And those for whom it is given,
And so follow it with your blessing
That it may promote peace and
goodwill among all peoples,
And advance the kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

+ The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever.
Amen.

SENT
+ Sending Song

Sent Forth by God’s Blessings
UMH 664
Sent forth by God’s blessing,
our true faith confessing, the
people of God from this dwelling
take leave. The service is ended,
O now be extended the fruits of
our worship in all who believe.
The seed of the teaching, receptive
souls reaching, shall blossom in
action for God and for all. God’s
grace did invite us, and love
shall unite us to work for God’s
kingdom and answer the call.
With praise and thanksgiving to
God ever living, the tasks of our
everyday life we will face. Our
faith ever sharing, in love ever
caring, embracing God’s children
of each tribe and race. With your
grace you feed us, with your light
now lead us; unite us as one in
this life that we share. Then may
all the living with praise and
thanksgiving give honor to Christ
and that name which we bear.

+ Dismissal with Blessing
Going Forth
Postlude

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
Dale Wood
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