Thursday, March 14, 2019

Dear Friends in Christ,
The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Should I fear anyone?
The Lord is a fortress protecting my life.
Should I be frightened of anything?
When evildoers come at me trying to eat me up—
it’s they, my foes and my enemies,
who stumble and fall!
If an army camps against me,
my heart won’t be afraid.
If war comes up against me,
I will continue to trust in this:
I have asked one thing from the Lord—
it’s all I seek:
to live in the Lord’s house all the days of my life,
seeing the Lord’s beauty
and constantly adoring his temple.
-Psalm 27:1-4 (CEB)
The whole Christian life is one of learning to trust in God’s love and care, and in times of
turmoil and uncertainty the need to trust God becomes even clearer. We are in the midst
of those kinds of times, so I invite you take this ongoing season of Lent seriously: pray,
reflect, journal, listen, read scripture, have holy conversations with one another. Let us
learn to find in the midst of shaky ground, our foundation is the God who is our light and
salvation.
-Pastor Jonathan

Adults

Mending Party March 16

Mending parties are a growing trend.
Let’s get together with some basic
supplies and sew on that button, mend
that hole, share valuable skills and
knowledge, and enjoy fellowship
together as we chat over coffee and give
new life to our stuff! Saturday, March 16,
10:00 am -12:00 pm in the Annex. Basic needles, thread, buttons, and sewing machines
will be available.

Breaking Bread &
Sharing Traditions March 16

As we enter the season of Lent, this
event is a wonderful opportunity for
cultivating new relationships. We’ll
break bread together, share traditions
and recipes, and form new friendships in
faith. Join us in the Wesley Center at
4:00 pm on March 16, to learn about
traditional bread from Africa and the
United States. All are invited to gather at 5:00 pm for a Lenten multicultural worship
service with communion.

Celebrate 180! (Date Change)

You’re invited to a Celebrate 180 Visioning Meeting, Thursday, March 28, 6:30 pm! We
celebrate 180 years as a congregation this year! How can we mark this moment in time?
Two ways have been named so far:
1. Our Art Committee, through the encouragement of Elaine Oxenford, supports representing an original play by St. Paul’s, telling our story in part. Timeline for
presenting this could be this fall!
2. Church Council approved celebrating 180 years by continued work on either
updating our photo time line, and/or exploration of perhaps a History Room or
other display areas, to be accomplished in 2019-2020. Many artifacts in our
Archive Room can be inventoried and brought to life somehow. Could we have
some professional help imagining the possibilities and designing some great
options?
3. Other ways to celebrate this year?
It’s time to gather a team to vision ideas!
Please reply to Pastor Sherrie with your possible interest and questions at
silg@stpaulsumc.org.

God at Work!, March 31

Join us on Sunday, March 31, 10:20 am in the sanctuary as we hear highlights, see slides,
and listen to stories of God at work in Puerto Rico from our St. Paul’s missional travelers!

Greeters Needed for Joyful Noises Concert

On April 6 at 7:00 pm we will need lots of greeters, ushers and stage hands to host this
wonderful event produced and directed by Kay Galli. Visit the Connection Center this
Sunday, March 10 and sign up to volunteer. Let’s be there to greet and welcome our
visitors from the community!

Order Easter Spring
Bulb Plants

Deadline for Easter Spring Bulb Plant
orders will be Monday, April 1. Please fill
out order form inserted in bulletin on
Sunday, March 17 or pick up additional
order forms at the Welcome or
Connections Centers or in the church
office during business hours.

St. Paul's Library News

We are all hoping that winter’s strangle-hold on us is nearly over. Can it be that snow,
sleet, ice and bone-chilling frigid temperatures are behind us for the season? We hope
so. We have had time to snuggle up with books and the St. Paul’s Library has a few new
books that might pique your interest, for both young and not so young. To see a short
review of the new books, click here. Happy reading and think Spring!

Devotional, Reflection, & Coloring

Lent is a season of spiritual gardening, of
inviting God to unearth in us what lies
fallow, what needs to be tended, and what
needs to die for new life to emerge. This
year, our lectionary offers us images and
stories with themes of earthiness and grit.
Stop by the church office to pick up the
Cultivating and Letting Go
Devotional and 11"x17"
coloring sheet, cost $3
24"x36" coloring sheet available for
additional $3

Special Lenten Studies

Take a look at Lent through the lens of African American spirituals, using the study
Plenty Good Room. Join Rev. Sherrie Ilg and Ben Owen, Sanctuary Choir Director at
St. Paul’s UMC on Wednesdays through April 17, 6:00-7:00 pm. To reserve your
spot, please email Pastor Sherrie at silg@stpaulsumc.org.
Join the AntonJensens in their home in Hiawatha for a six-week study looking
into ways we can renovate our lives in faith using Jacob Armstrong’s Lenten study,
Renovate. This study starts Thursday, March 14 from 6:00-7:30 pm, and will
include a light supper—probably soup and discussion around the dinner table!
Please contact Nancy or Brice if you are interested—319-360-4144 or
nantonjensen@gmail.com.
And many of your Sunday School or other study groups are also using the
designated Lenten materials. Check with your facilitator for more information.

Easter Candy
Donations Needed

We’re in need of candy donations (no nuts) or cash
donation towards the purchase of candy. All candy
must be wrapped and store bought. Please drop off

donations at the church office by April 1st or contact
Julie Hanlin (jhanlin@stpaulsumc.org) with questions.

Youth Pancake
Breakfast, April 14

Youth Pancake Breakfast, April 14 will be
held from 8:30 am-12:30 pm in the
Wesley Center. Join us for pancakes,
sausage, and juice. COME HUNGRY! Free
will donation. Donations will go towards
youth mission trips to Des Moines and
Memphis, Tennessee.

Holy Week Worship

Palm Sunday, April 14: 8:15 am Chapel;
9:00 am Sanctuary; 11:30 am Worship
Café; 12:30 pm African Nationals
Maundy Thursday, April 18: 12:15 &
7:00 pm, Sanctuary
Good Friday, April 19: 12:15 & 7:00 pm,
Sanctuary

Easter is for Everyone!

We invite you and your friends and
family to join as we celebrate the risen
Lord Jesus! Easter service is an
inspirational experience where everyone
will feel welcomed. Join us on April 21,
2019 for worship: 8:15 am Chapel; 9:00
am Sanctuary; 11:30 am Worship Cafe;
12:30 pm African Nationals.
Easter Event Invite on Facebook

Visit our Facebook Page

African Nationals
Congratulations Pascazia!

This past Tuesday during tutoring, students and tutors celebrated and welcomed
Pascazia Nzeyimana as a new US citizen. Pascazia and her family moved to Cedar
Rapids, joining the St Paul's family, and soon started attending the tutoring program
under the direction of Barb Oakland. Although she spoke limited English, she did
possess a great deal of determination, solid work ethic, and strong faith. She had
a job by the fall of 2016 and then informed her tutor, Nancy Owen, that she needed
to become a US citizen. They worked diligently for two years and on a very snowy
February day with slippery and dangerous conditions, Chelsea Johnson, drove Pascazia,
Nancy Owen, and Joyce Johnson to Des Moines as her test date had arrived. We tutors
tend to be on pins and needles while our students take this challenging test as over time
this relationship changes from teacher/student to one of friendship and we care deeply
about the outcome. When, Pascazia completed the test her expression did not reveal the
outcome, but then she hugged us and exclaimed with a beautiful, radiant smile "Thank
You Jesus!" A month later her tutor was humbled and proud of Pascazia at the oath
ceremony in Des Moines. (However, never one to waste time, she has already informed

Nancy it is time to get her driver's permit!!)

Arts & Music Ministry
Coe College Concert Choir, March 17

On Sunday, March 17, 9:00 am, The Coe College Concert Choir will be present during
worship as we praise our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. They will sing alone and will sing
with the Sanctuary Choir. Coe College was founded in 1851 and incorporated in 1853 as
Coe College. The college is named for Daniel Coe, who gave the money to establish the
college. Judge George Greene, influential leader in Cedar Rapids, chaired the group that
helped found the college. Coe has long tradition of excellence in music. The choir is
under the direction of Dr. Marc Falk, Associate Professor of Music.

Exhibit of Works from St. Paul's
Permanent Collection, March 17

March 17 - April 7 in the Upper Room and Art spaces. A challenge accompanies this
exhibit. Not only do we want you to take time to view the drawings and prints displayed,
we also need your help in identifying each work and its history here at St Paul’s. Such
information - as when and how it was obtained by the church would be helpful for our
cataloging of these items. So, you are invited to view this work during this time (March
17 - April 7) and offer any information you might have for us.

Organ Concert, March 18

Monday, March 18, 7:00 pm – There will be an organ recital in the Sanctuary. Peter
Binder, a freshman at Iowa State University, will play his program in preparation to
compete for the American Guild of Organists Quimby/Regional Competition for Young
Organists on March 23 in St. Louis. Peter studied organ with Dr. Mark Baumann during
high school and played periodically at St. Paul’s.

On April 6 Joyful Noises will bring together some of the areas finest talent for an
amazing musical event benefitting Family Promise of Linn County. There is no charge for
this event. Donations for Family Promise will be accepted. Silent Auction &
hors d’oeuvres 6:00 pm, concert following at 7:00 pm.
View Joyful Noises Flyer

All St. Paul's Art Show, April 14-May 12

April 14 – May 12 in the Art and Upper Room spaces. It is time again for all ages to share
an original art work they have created. It should be a ready to hang painting, drawing,
print, fabric, etc. for us to display. Also include a note attached with the following
information: Your name, work’s title, medium used, and date of completion.
Please bring it to the Upper Room space between 8:30am and 11:00am on Sunday
morning April 7 or bring to the office that week.
If you would like to participate, help or have questions, please phone, text, or email:
Norm Bennett: (319) 721-9213 and norm.bennett@gmail.com.

Care, Serve, & Outreach
One Great Hour of Sharing is an
effort to empower, proved water,
supply food, and give relief from
disasters.
How to get involved
Primary way of support is
through the offering.
Learn more about One Great
Hour of Sharing.
View St. Paul's Mission Partners

Mary Horn, RN, St. Paul's Parish Nurse, writes articles to share pertinent and timely

health topics on nutritional, mental, emotional, spiritual, and information on a widerange of health topics.
Read Health Notes

Children & Youth

Celebrate St.
Patrick, March 17

Pathfinders Sunday School wear your
green and celebrate St. Patrick with
us! Join us for music, games and
crafts! Sunday, March 17th, 2019
from 10:20-11:20 am.

Greatest Stories of
the Bible

Pathfinders Sunday School in the
month of March for the Greatest
Stories of the Bible! We will be
sharing stories from the Bible,
singing songs and playing games!
Every Sunday from 10:20-11:20 am.

Youth Worship
Night, April 3

Cameron Scott, lead pastor at
CityScape in Des Moines, will be
speaking at Marion Methodist (5050
Rec Dr, Marion) from 6:00-8:00 pm.
There will be outdoor games, group
games, door prizes and great
worship with other churches in our
area! We encourage students to eat on Wednesday night at the St. Paul’s UMC; we will
car pool together to Marion. This is a free event.

Easter Egg Hunt,
April 13

St. Paul’s UMC and Collins
Community Credit Union will be
hosting an Easter Egg Hunt!
Saturday, April 13th, 2019 11:00 am
at Redmond Park in Cedar Rapids All
ages welcome!

Easter Egg Hunt Facebook Invite

Scholarships
Available!

St.Paul’s United Methodist Church
Foundation, The Iowa Annual
Conference United Methodist Church
Foundation, and the United
Methodist Church General Board of
Higher Education and Ministry offer a
variety of scholarships for those
attending post secondary education. These scholarships, awarded from funds given in
love and faith, are truly the intersection of faith and learning, with hope for the future.
Application deadline is April 15, 2019.
For more information visit: www.stpaulsumc.org/scholarships

United Methodist Women

Thrift Mart Drop-offs Every Saturday and Monday from 8:30-10:30 am at the 2nd Avenue
canopy drive. We could use help in sorting items on Mondays from 8:30-10:30 am in the
Wesley Center. Thrift Mart is Tuesday, April 9 and Wednesday, April 10, 2019.

Prayers
Stephen Ministers
Stephen Ministers, wearing the blue
badge, are glad to talk privately with
anyone going through a rough time.

Pray for...
Joys:
Celebrating Lora Lea Edwards and Bertin Nduwayezu as they graduate today from
the Iowa UMC School for Lay Ministry!
Citizenship for Pascazia Nzeyimana
March 4th Charge Conference unanimous affirmation for Ian Montgomery’s pursuit
of a call into ministry to serve as an Ordained Deacon!
Joanne Kimber was named Family Promise’s 2018 Volunteer of the Year!
Continued healing and grace for:
Phil Schilling (Diana)
Jim Struve (Sandra)
Mary Gade (Milt)
John Matthews
Vestina Buchumi
Grace Maresh

Cheri Young (Gene & Carrie Young’s
daughter)
Patricia Hartwell (Heather Moore’s
mother)
Sally Ford
Dianne Berrett (Bob)
Linda Hadley

Robert Schurk
Rena Brodt
Christine Kool (Norm & Jackie Kool’s
daughter)
Rick Hurlbut
Benjamin Van Winkle (Julie
Gladfelder’s grandson)
Audrey Swalley
Gary Hamond (Tom Young’s brotherin-law)
Kristen Morlan (Kathleen Baker’s
daughter)
Beulah Cave (Angela Stookey’s
niece)
Quinn Anton Jensen (Nancy & Brice
Anton Jensen’s son)
Jean Shibley
Steve Miceli (Esther Miceli’s son)
Char O’Brien
Susan Moore (Lee Moore’s sister)
Jody Sloan
Tom Titus (Susan)
Joe Boots (relative of Chris and Mike
Crilley)
Craig Ekstorm (Colton Valenta’s
father)
Theodore “Teddy” Dvorak; Tom
Smeed (Bill’s father)
Louise Single (Fred)
Barb Zahradnik (Bob)

Justin Ilg (Sherrie & Larry Ilg’s son)
Clyde Satterly
Katherine Martensen
Angela Shultz
Rhonda Viktora
Carrie Cummins (Jamie’s daughter
and Steve and Kathy Davis’
granddaughter)
Edie Nekola
Jim & Rose Milden
Raine Allen (Dixie & Roger Allen’s
granddaughter)
Charman Banks (John)
James Wahe
Nora Mae Vance
Sandy Pingel (Gloria Ford’s daughter)
Robert Moore (Lee Moore’s father)
Marti & Spence Grayson (Dave
Mahlke’s sister and brother-in-law)
Mina Arbore (John)
John McQuilkin (Jean Kwader’s
father)
Ryan Vick
Pam Anslyn; Kris Yahn (Steve)
Memorial prayers for the families and
friends of:
Velma Stover
Edith Scheel

View Worship Times
W orship is for the whole family. W hile childcare is available in our nursery for all
Sunday morning services, we welcome children of all ages at all worship services.

stpaulsumc.org




