
 

PROGRAM 
& 

EXHIBITORS TOUR 
 

Monday, September 18th  

 Daphne Civic Center 

 2603 US-98              

 Daphne, AL  36526 

 

   Tuesday, September 19th 

 St. James Church 

 9045 Vaughn Rd. 

 Montgomery, AL  36117 

 

   Wednesday, September 20th 

 Irondale Civic Center 

 (former Zamora Shrine Center) 

3521 Ratliff Rd.  

Irondale, AL  35210 

 

   Thursday, September 21st 

 Calhoun Community College 

Aerospace Conference Center 

6250 US Hwy. 31 N 

Decatur, AL  35671  



Conference Agenda 

 

Featured Presenters And Schedule At Each Location: 

A—Mike Artell 

B—Frank Baker 

 

7:45 AM—10:30 AM 

 

Exhibits, Registration, Refreshments  

 

10:30 AM—11:00 AM 

 

General Session and Awards 

 

11:00 AM—12:00 PM 

 

First Session 

 

12:00 PM –1:00 PM 

 

Lunch 

 

1:00 PM—1:45 PM 

 

Second Session 

Location First Session Second Session 

DAPHNE  B—11:00-12:00  A-1:00-1:45 

MONTGOMERY  A—11:00-12:00  B-1:00-1:45 

IRONDALE  B—11:00-12:00  A-1:00-1:45 

DECATUR  A—11:00-12:00  B-1:00-1:45 



If you enjoyed listening to our Featured Presenters, please 

consider contacting them for a program at your library! 

Featured Presenters 

 
Mike Artell 
Author / Illustrator / Cartoonist / Speaker  

Session: Humor me: The importance of a healthy sense of humor 

to personal and professional success 

Mike Artell shares the story of how he went from underperforming, perennial summer school 

student to award-winning children’s author/illustrator and TV cartoonist. Mike will also share his 

belief in the importance of a well-developed sense of humor to personal and professional success. 

Phone: (985) 789-3423 
Email: mike@mikeartell.com 
Website: https://mikeartell.com 
X (formerly Twitter): @mikeartell 
 

Mike has been writing and illustrating books for kids for more than 30 years. Mike's books have 

won many awards including Read Aloud Book of the Year (for PETITE ROUGE – A CAJUN RED  

RIDING HOOD) and Professional Development Book of the Year (for ROCK YOUR READ ALOUDS). Mike has visited more than 1,000 

schools in the U.S., Europe and Asia where he has shared his techniques for thinking, writing and drawing more creatively with 

hundreds of thousands of students.  Mike lives in Covington, Louisiana with his wife, Suzie, a retired teacher/librarian. They have 

two daughters and five grandchildren. 

 

Frank Baker 
Author / Speaker  

Session: Teaching The Holocaust in an Age of Disinformation 

The Holocaust continues to be a topic many of our students lack essential knowledge about. 

The speaker, an author, has created a "graphic novel" which not only supplies the facts 

(through one couple's story) but also provides a background on antisemitism. He believes that 

educators must embrace the media students attend to, in order to engage them in important 

teaching standards and 21st century knowledge. 

Phone: (803) 582-8802 
Email: fbaker1346@aol.com 
Website: https://www.frankwbaker.com 
X (formerly Twitter): @fbaker 
Facebook: @medialiteracyman 
 

Frank is a veteran media literacy educator, having presented previously on this topic during the 2017 tour. He has conducted  

hundreds of workshops with educators in his 20+ year history. In 2019, he was honored by UNESCO for his life-long media  

education work. He is the author of "We Survived The Holocaust-The Bluma and Felix Goldberg Story" (2022); "Close Reading The  

Media" (2018); "Media Literacy in the K-12 Classroom'" (2017); "Political Campaigns and Political Advertising: A Media Literacy 

Guide" (2009); and "Coming Distractions: Questioning Movies" (2007).   

https://4wornpassports.com
https://twitter.com/mikeartell
tel:http://(803)%20582-8802
mailto:http://fbaker1346@aol.com
https://www.frankwbaker.com
https://twitter.com/fbaker
https://www.facebook.com/medialiteracyman


Conference Exhibitors  

 

 

Show your appreciation to the vendors by visiting  
with them in the Exhibit Hall!  

 

 

Alabama Education Association 
Kathy McVay / Beth Watters 

PO Box 4177, Montgomery, AL 36103  

Phone: (334) 815-3903 / Fax:  (334) 263-5913 / Cell: (334) 328-1444  

Email: gkmcvay@bellsouth.net 

Website: www.myaea.org 

Membership benefits of the Alabama Education Association.  AEA is Alabama's largest professional education association that advo-

cates for better learning conditions for students and better working conditions for public education employees.  

Book Systems, Inc. 
Suzanne Burton Lewis 

4901 University Sq., Ste. 3, Huntsville, AL  35816 

Phone: (800) 249-6574 ext. 6767 / Fax: (800) 230-4183 / Cell: (256) 701-8101 

Email: suzanne@booksys.com 

Website: www.booksys.com 

Book Systems is an innovative leader and provider of Platinum Award-winning Integrated Library System (ILS) that has partnered 

with PowerSchool and developed an API for transfer of student/teacher data direct into Atriuum.  Our cloud-based ILS, is the  

ultimate solution with many advanced features such as configurable user interfaces, customizable reports, mobile searching, eBook 

resource sharing. Book Systems offers customer-driven features, and hands down the best support in the industry.  

Bound To Stay Bound Books 
Kevin Tuschl 

1880 W Morton, Jacksonville, IL  62650 

Phone: (800) 637-6586 / Fax: (800) 747-2872 / Cell: (217) 370-9955 

Email: sales@bstb.com 

Website: www.btsb.com 

Bound To Stay Bound provides prebound juvenile library books with full processing and automation support available.  We now also 

carry a wide array of library books and playaway audio books.  
 

Burrow Library Services, Inc. 

David Burrow / Deborah Foster / Jackie Vowell / Tom Watts 

408 Turner Rd., Pell City, AL  35128 

Phone: (800) 683-5187 / Fax: (800) 853-4086 

David: (205) 305-1511 / Deborah: (601) 297-8887 / Jackie: (850) 516-6119 / Tom: (334) 332-5475 

Email: david4books@aol.com / vowell4books@gmail.com / jvowell1@aol.com / tom4books@bellsouth.net 
Website: https://www.burrowlibraryservices.com/ 
Burrow Library Services provides library bound books, eBooks, Interactive Books, Databases and supplemental  
curriculum materials. 

mailto:suzanne@booksys.com
http://www.booksys.com
mailto:sales@bstb.com
http://www.btsb.com
mailto:david4books@aol.com
mailto:vowell4books@gmail.com
mailto:jvowell1@aol.com


Conference Exhibitors  

 

Cover One, Inc. 
Keith Wilde 

624 W University Dr. # 124, Denton, TX  76201 

Phone: (800) 881-1521 / Fax: (888) 747-0174 / Cell: (214) 683-9099 

Email: sales@coverone.net 
Website: www.coverone.net 
Loose Page Book Repair Book Making System.  Repair loose pages in-house in just a few minutes without having to send your books 

out! 
 

Crane Book Sales Inc. 
Charles Crane / Chip Crane / Sherry Crane / Kathy Blanton / Linda Thornhill 

PO Box 680122, Prattville, AL  36067 

Phone: (877) 266-5757 / Fax: (877) 389-0148 

Email: charles@cranebooksales.com / chip@cranebooksales.com / sher-

ry@cranebooksales.com / kathy@cranebooksales.com / linda@cranebooksales.com 

Website: www.cranebooksales.com 

Book Fairs 
 

Gumdrop Books 
Brad McGraw / Mike McGraw  

802 N 41st St., Bethany, MO  64424  

Phone: (800) 821-7199 / Fax: (800) 321-7199 / Cell: (334) 714-2099 

Email: wecare@gumdropbooks.com  

Website: shop.gumdropbooks.com 

A full-service book company specializing in fiction and nonfiction AR titles, nonfiction eBooks, and media-enhanced titles.  Also 

offering multiple digital platforms geared to learning loss, hybrid and distance learning.  PK through community college.   

Celebrating 45+ years.  Exceptional service, unconditionally guaranteed.  
 

Junior Library Guild 

Angie Richardson 

7858 Industrial Pkwy., Plain City, OH  43064 

Phone: (800) 325-9558 / Fax: (800) 827-3080 

Email: arichardson@juniorlibraryguild.com 
Website: www.juniorlibraryguild.com 
A customized collection development service based on your preferences, readers’ interests and library budget. 
 

Mackin 
James Taylor 

3505 County Rd. 42 W, Burnsville, MN  55306 

Phone: (800) 245-9540 / Fax: (800) 369-5490 / Cell: (601) 812-8985 

Email: james.taylor@mackin.com / mackin@mackin.com 

Website: www.mackin.com 

Mackin provides educational materials and professional learning for PK-12 schools and libraries.  We supply print books, eBooks, 

makerspace materials, databases, audiobooks, videos, and more.  MackinVia, our free digital management system, provides access 

to all your digital content in one place. 

mailto:sales@coverone.net
http://www.coverone.net
mailto:charles@cranebooksales.com
mailto:chip@cranebooksales.com
mailto:sherry@cranebooksales.com
mailto:sherry@cranebooksales.com
mailto:kathy@cranebooksales.com
mailto:linda@cranebooksales.com
http://www.cranebooksales.com
mailto:wecare@gumdropbooks.com
http://www.cranebooksales.com
mailto:james.taylor@mackin.com
mailto:mackin@mackin.com
http://www.mackin.com


 

Conference Exhibitors  

 

 

Perma-Bound 
John Zeller / Parker Holmes / Bill Leigh / Kristen Ives 

617 E Vandalia Rd., Jacksonville, IL  62650 

Phone: (800) 637-6581 / Fax: (800) 551-1169 

Email: books@perma-bound.com 
Website: www.perma-bound.com 
Full Service Jobber including guaranteed Perma-Bound editions. Custom Library Processing Services, User Friendly Website & On-line  

Ordering. Collection Development Services. 
 

Stop Falling Productions 
Sarah Hedrick 

237 E Fifth St. #159, Eureka, MO  63025 

Phone: (636) 257-1335 / Cell: (636) 346-7868 

Email: info@stopfalling.com 
Website: www.stopfalling.com 
T-shirts, polo, sweatshirts all with a library and reading theme. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for attending  

Alabama Library Expo! 
 

We look forward to seeing you  

next year in September!  

mailto:books@perma-bound.com
http://www.perma-bound.com
mailto:info@stopfalling.com
http://www.renaissance.com


 
  

2023 Awards for Exceptional Service 
 

Rene' Reibling—MCPSS Media Specialist Substitute Team 

Jane Cunningham—MCPSS Media Specialist Substitute Team 

Michelle Loften—MCPSS Media Specialist Substitute Team 

Mary Ritter—MCPSS Media Specialist Substitute Team 

Francis Alexander—MCPSS Media Specialist Substitute Team 

Mary Alice Pouliot—Barton Academy for Advanced World Studies 

 

 

 

Tina McCullers—Prattville Elementary School 

 

 
 

Angela Thompson—West Blocton Middle School 

Savannah Wood—East Elementary School 

Gina Roe—Gaylesville School 

Cassandra Compton—York West End Junior High School 

 
 

Mollie Phillips—GW Trenholm Primary School 

Sabrina Smith—Austin High School 

Nicole Fields—Lee High School 

Mary Underwood—Leighton Elementary School 

Kris Gray—Mill Creek Elementary School 

Congratulations to all award recipients! 


