The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 13, 2020
The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
St. John’s Episcopal Church | Olympia, Washington
PROCESSIONAL HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation (Lobe den
Herren)

THE WORD OF GOD
OPENING ACCLAMATION
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS S 280 Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell)
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit
may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21
A Reading from the book of Genesis.
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you,
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to
him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.”
19
But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as
he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this
way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
15

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GRADUAL: PSALM 103:8-13

O bless the Lord, my soul (St. Thomas (Williams))

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome.
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for
God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before
their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them
stand.
5
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
7
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.
1
2

4

For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the
living.
10
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
9

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL HYMN Sing now with joy unto the Lord (Adon Olam)

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
Deacon
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I
tell you, seventy-seven times.
23
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents
21

5

was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his
wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave,
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing
him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw
him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.
32
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had
mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Brian Gregory

THE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
All remain standing.
The Deacon introduces the prayers.
Rejoice in the waters of life, those who honor God in all things, and raise your voices in prayer,
responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”
In thanksgiving for this holy day where we gather as a household of faith to hear the word of
God with open minds and grateful hearts; let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving for the arms of forgiveness that embrace us in the midst of our sin, leading us to
repentance, and filling us with the waters of mercy through which we will forgive others; let us
pray. Lord, hear our prayer.
For honesty in government, and integrity in our dealings with one another, that trust may be
restored between people and throughout the institutions of our society; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That we may commit ourselves to a life of simplicity, so that we may provide for the needs of the
poor and hungry, as Jesus provided nourishment and hope to his followers; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That we may share our spiritual doubts with one another, convinced that in our mutual selfdisclosure we will be strengthened in faith and grow in the conviction that God’s love can
forgive all things and transforms all life; let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving for those who are teachers and catechists in our Church; may they be given the
blessing of knowledge and wisdom, as they bear the Christian message to those in their charge;
let us pray. Lord, hear our prayer.
That the dead may be redeemed from the grave, and wear the crown of eternal life; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Miriam sang to the Lord for all the glorious gifts her people had received, and so we join with
her in continuing our prayers.
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Special intentions of the congregation may be added here.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
CONFESSION OF SIN
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
THE PEACE
All stand.
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
OFFERTORY HYMN Joyful, joyful, we adore thee (Hymn to Joy)
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The Great Thanksgiving
The People remain standing.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God,
source of life and fountain of mercy.

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love;
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you
replenish us and call us to fullness of life.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift
our voices with all creation as we sing:
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The Celebrant continues
Blessed are you, gracious God,
creator of the universe and giver of life.
You formed us in your own image
and called us to dwell in your infinite love.
You gave the world into our care
that we might be your faithful stewards
and show forth your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image
in one another and in ourselves;
we would not see your goodness in the world around us;
and so we violated your creation,
abused one another,
and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us,
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.
Through Abraham and Sarah
you called us into covenant with you.
You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness,
and raised up prophets
to renew your promise of salvation.
Then, in the fullness of time,
you sent your eternal Word,
made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family,
and dwelling among us,
he revealed your glory.
Giving himself freely to death on the cross,
he triumphed over evil,
opening the way of freedom and life.
On the night before he died for us,
Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:
“Take, eat:
This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine,
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you:
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This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering his death and resurrection,
we now present to you from your creation
this bread and this wine.
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us
the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.
Grant that we who share these gifts
may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world.
Bring us into the everlasting heritage
of your daughters and sons,
that with Mary, the God-bearer, [with __________,]
with John, the patron of this house, and all your saints,
past, present, and yet to come,
we may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
12

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
FRACTION ANTHEM
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
INVITATION
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Holy Things for Holy People.

COMMUNION HYMN Where charity and love prevail (Cheshire)
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A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Those who are unable to receive communion physically during the liturgy may offer this prayer
for spiritual communion, privately to themselves, while the presider receives the bread and wine.
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your
blessed body and blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly my own parish and
those worshiping with me this morning, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation
and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.
And particularly for the blessings given me (specific blessings may be listed).... I believe that
you are truly present in the holy sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I
pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my
soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your
grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND THANKSGIVING
Annual Pledge Campaign Update by Sarah Clifthorne
Birthdays & Anniversaries by Fr. Brian Gregory

BLESSING
The Priest blesses the people, who respond Amen.

DISMISSAL
Deacon
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
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SENDING HYMN Go forth for God; go to the world in peace (Litton)

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Toccata in B Minor

Eugene Gigout (1844 – 1925)

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.

Worship Leaders: The Rev. Brian Gregory, celebrant & preacher; The Rev. Michael Beatón
Oakley, deacon; The Rev. Terri Lolcama, deacon; James French, organist; Adele Roberts,
cantor; Andrew Bird, lector; Nicki Weekes, altar guild; Sue Andersen, flowers; Leo Minjares &
Max Minjares, audio tech & video tech.; Sarah Clifthorne, annual pledge campaign chair

15

